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S e p t e m b e r
C h r o n i c l e r    
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&
Encourage

Hebrews 10: 24-25

A Message from Pastor Daniel Provost
Dear Fellow Redeemed in Christ,

What with the kids headed back to 
school (today, as I’m writing!), I’m 

reminded of  all of  the back-to-school 
purchases that we’ve had to make for 
them to have a successful year.  For those 
of  you with kids headed off  to college, 
something that’s coming very soon is buy-
ing textbooks for the new semester.  I’ve 
often been asked what books should be 
on the shelf  in the Lutheran Christian 
home.  Here are a few recommendations:
1.  Holy Bible – although the ESV is the 
“official” translation of  the new hym-
nal, and NIV was the official one before 
that, any faithful translation is just 
fine.  A pastor friend of  mine once said 
that the best translation of  the Bible to 
have is “the one you (actually) read.”  Fair 
enough.  Some paraphrases are probably 
not the best, but in general, any English 
translation is just fine.  In order to pri-
oritize/direct the reading of  Scripture, a 
good devotional is essential.  One of  the 
best out there is the Portals of  Prayer 
series that we have here at church, in 
both regular and large print editions.  
These come out quarterly, and are avail-
able in the Narthex or the church office.
2.  Luther’s Small Catechism – this gives 
the “six chief  parts” or teachings of  
the Bible, or the main teachings in the 
Scriptures that we need to know.  The 
newly released version, while newly ex-
panded, still continues in the same vein 
that Luther had in mind when he wrote 
back in 1529.  He was appalled at the 
awful spiritual conditions that he found 
when he toured the churches of  Sax-
ony (even the pastors didn’t have a basic 
knowledge of  the Scriptures); he resolved 
after that to write out the basic teach-
ings that the “head of  the household 
should teach to those under his care.”
3.  Hymnal – our “new” Lutheran Ser-
vice Book (I use the term “new” because 
it’s been out about 12 years now) is one of  
the finest English language hymnals Lu-
theranism has ever known.  It combines 
the best of  The Lutheran Hymnal (1941) 
and Lutheran Worship (1982), both in the 
hymns chosen and the liturgies included.  
All told, there are over a dozen orders 
of  service included in the pew edition, 
including prayers for various circum-
stances, and even directions for fam-
ily devotions.  Also, there’s a reading 

guide for the Bible in the Hymnal that is 
keyed to the seasons of  the church year – 
check it out.  It’s a whole lot better than 
starting at Genesis, getting to the middle 
of  Leviticus, and stalling out because 
the various directives of  the ceremonial 
law aren’t exactly scintillating reading!

Luther called these above resourc-
es the “basics” when it came to the 

Christian home library – these should, at 
a minimum, be in EVERY home.  How-
ever, many folks want to branch out 
and include some more good reading.  
Here’s just a few examples/suggestions:
1.  Book of  Concord – it’s not just for pas-
tors!  The Small Catechism is one of  the 
ten Confessional documents contained in 
this volume; however, the other nine are 
extremely good for all Lutheran Christians 
to read and be familiar with.  Of  note is 
the Large Catechism, where Luther 
takes the six chief  parts of  the Small Cat-
echism, and expands the discussion signif-
icantly.  Also, the Augsburg Confession 
of  1530 (we still subscribe to this today) 
addresses many topics that one might be 
surprised to see are rather contemporary.  
The Formula of  Concord, which united 
the churches of  the Lutheran Confession 
in 1580, really addresses the reasons that 
we don’t agree with the other Protestants 
(“the Reformed”); the Augsburg Confes-
sion primarily deals with disputes between 
the Lutherans and the Roman Catholics.  
The Confessions are not that hard to ac-
cess and read; there’s even a “Readers’ Ver-
sion” that was published a few years ago.
2.  A Little Book on Joy by Rev. Dr. Mat-
thew Harrison, current president of  the 
LCMS.  This small paperback (212 pag-
es), published in 2009, restores a hopeful 
spirit to us in these gray and latter days 
in which we live.  We truly have reason to 
rejoice – we are forgiven children of  God, 
freed to serve Him, not out of  fear, but out 
of  love.  Pastor Harrison travels through 
various events and stages of  life, and finds 
encouragement and guidance, know-
ing that even though the devil tries to get 
us to “curse God and die” (in the words 
of  Job’s wife), we know the true reason 
for joy that is everlasting – Christ is Risen!
3.  Dying to Live (The Power of  For-
giveness) by Rev. Dr.Harold Senkbeil 
– a modern-day classic, written in 1994, 
Dr. Senkbeil explains the doctrine of  
justification by grace through faith in a 
way that’s hard to beat.  This slim vol-
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LIBRARY NEWS

Please see if  any of  these titles are some-
thing that you may want to read.  Put your 
name on the check out card with month and 
year in the date area.  Put the card in the card 
box.  Please try to bring the book(s) back 
within a month or so.  

ADULT NON-FICTION
Title and call number
The Upside of  down   236  Sto
Good Grief      236 Wes
Facing death and the life after  236.1  Gra
Teaching Luther's Catechism  238  Gir
When God chose man   238  Hay

VIDEOS/DVD'S
Walking across Egypt
Old-earth geology & 
    Christian compromise
The hearing ear and the seeing eye
Lost in the Barrens
Christy returns to Cutter Gap

CHILDREN'S BOOKS
Miracles by the sea    E  Sto
The Prodigal son    E  Sto
The good Samaritan    E  Sto
The first Easter    E  Sto
An Easter alleluia    E  Sto

EldEr

Doug DeJong

lay rEadEr

Randy Ervin

UshErs

Garfield Berndt
Lowell Zimmermann

GrEEtErs

Larry & Thelma Pettet

altar GUild

Mary Ervin

MEdia tEaM

Doug W. and Amanda

MUsicans

Joy McGinley
Miranda Ervin

A special note of thanks to 
those of you that have and 

continue to contribute your 
ideas, photos, and articles.

Thank you for 
volunteering 
this month!

HOMEWARD BOUND
Homeward Bound Bible Study group 
will meet Sunday, September 30, 1:00 
P.M. at the Lowell Zimmermaann 
home.   Our arms and doors are always 
ready to welcome anyone who would 
like to come and be in the word with us.  

ORGAN RECITAL
September 16th at 3:00pm 

at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
1100 Market Street, Carlisle, IA.  

This is free and open to the public.  Re-
ception following recital.  See bulletin 

board in narthex for more information!

ume (similarly only 183 pages) explains 
how we are in the process of  dying 
(at least physically) the moment we 
are born, and that this is a great gift of  
God, in order to usher in the life to come 
that is so much better.  He echoes Paul 
so succinctly that it’s bound to be a part 
of  Christian libraries for years to come.
4.  Why I Am a Lutheran (Jesus at the Cen-
ter) by Rev. Dr. Daniel Preus – I’ve often 
used this as a text for introducing the Lu-
theran faith in adult instruction, along with 
Luther’s Small Catechism.  This book, in 
its few short pages (224 pages, including 
appendices and notes), written in 2004, re-
ally digs down and introduces the central 
fact of  the Bible, that Christ is the key.  
Everything makes sense in Him; with-
out His life, death and resurrection, the 
Scriptures just don’t connect!  Theology 
doesn’t have to be dense and hard to read; 
it can be accessible and understandable.  
Rev. Preus illustrates this well in this tome.

I know it’s hard to find time for reading, 
especially with the busy lives that we 

lead, but it’s important for us to grow in 
the faith that we’ve been given as a gift 
from God.  Just a few minutes a day 
really adds up over time.  For those 
who still have children in the home, it’s 
essential that we be well-versed in the Lu-
theran Christian faith, because the kids 
are coming home with more in-depth 
questions every day.  They are looking 
to us for the answers!  For those whose 
kids are raised, the “meat” of  the teach-
ings of  the church to withstand the flam-
ing arrows of  the devil, that he aims 
at us every day, has inestimable value.

If  you have any questions on these ma-
terials, or would like to have me order 

one or more of  them for you, or would 
like some more suggestions, please don’t 
hesitate to talk to me.  May God be with 
you as you pursue further study of  His 
doctrines – in addition to Word and Sac-
rament here in God’s house.  Don’t forget 
our new unit of  Sunday Morning Bible 
Study starting in September on the histo-
ry and practice of  the liturgy that we use 
on a weekly basis – it’s a great study, one 
which I hope we can get a huge crowd to 
partake of.  I hope to see you in church, 
in Bible study, and around the community.

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Daniel M. Provost

Pastor's Message Continued
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"THE RECIPE "BOX"

Upcoming Events in September
September 2nd

mitebox Sunday

September 3rd
Labor Day (Office clOsed)

Septermber 20th
9:00am LadieS bibLe Study

Septermber 18th
6:30pm Commiittee meetingS

7:00pm CounCiL meeting

September 21St
ChroniCLer DeaDLine

September 23rd
6:00pm doug'S bibLe Study @ newton ViLLage ChapeL

(hoSted by VirgiL hartz) 

September 30th
1:00pm homeward bound @ zimmermann'S

Sunday'S in September
9:00am worShip

10:30am Sunday SChooL & bibLe CLaSS

tueSday'S in September
1:00pm Faith 101

buLLetin DeaDLine - aM

wedneSday'S in September
4:00pm ConFirmation CLaSS

STRAWBERRY OATMEAL BARS
From www.foodnetwork.com

Ingredients:
1 ¾ sticks salted butter, cut into pieces, plus more for 
greasing pan
1 ½ c. all-purpose flour
1 ½ c. oats
1 c. packed brown sugar
1 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. salt
One 10 to 12 oz. jar strawberry 
preserves

Directions:
1.  Preheat the oven to 350 °. Butter a 9x13 in. pan.
2.  Mix together the butter, flour, oats, brown sugar, 
baking powder and salt. Press half  the oat mixture 
into the prepared pan. Spread with the strawberry pre-
serves. Sprinkle the other half  of  the oat mixture over 
the top and pat lightly. Bake until light brown, 30 to 
40 min. Let cool completely, and then cut into squares. 

WATERMELON SALSA
From www.foodnetwork.com

Ingredients:
1 ½ tsp lime zest (from about 1 lime)
¼ c. fresh lime juice (from about 3 limes)
1 tbsp sugar
Freshly ground pepper
3 c. seeded and finely chopped watermelon
1 cucumber, peeled, seeded and diced
1 mango, peeled and diced
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and 
minced
1 small red onion, finely 
chopped
8 fresh basil leaves, finely 
chopped
½ tsp garlic salt
Tortilla or pita chips, for serving

Directions:
1.  Stir together the lime zest, lime juice, sugar and 3/4 
tsp pepper in a bowl. Add the watermelon, cucumber, 
mango, jalapeno, onion and basil and toss gently. Chill 
the salsa until ready to serve. 
2.  Add the garlic salt just before serving. Serve with 
chips. 

WHITE QUESO RANCH DIP
From www.hiddenvalley.com

Ingredients
1 packet Hidden Valley® Fiesta Ranch Dips Mix
16 ounces sour cream
1 cup shredded white cheddar, plus more for garnish
2 teaspoons minced jalapeños, to taste
¾ cup jarred salsa
¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes
¼ teaspoon cumin
½ teaspoon chili powder
sea salt and black pepper, to taste

Directions:
Mix contents of  dips packet with sour cream. Add ched-
dar, jalapenos, salsa, red pepper flakes, cumin, and chili 
powder. Stir well to combine and season to taste with 
salt and pepper. Refrigerate at least 1 hour to thicken. 
Top with additional shredded cheese, to garnish. 

September 13th 
6:30pm eLder'S meeting

September 17th
6:30pm LwmL Faith 

SoCiety 


