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Hebrews 10: 24-25

A Message from Pastor Daniel Provost
Dear Fellow Redeemed in Christ,

Believe it or not, the end of  this month 
(October 31, not Halloween in the 

church!) is when we commemorate the 
Reformation once more in the Lutheran 
church.  Over 500 years ago, in 1517, Mar-
tin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the cas-
tle church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  I 
don’t think that even he knew what he was 
starting within the church – a civil war that 
would end with two church bodies in the 
end, divided over the meaning of  the doc-
trine of  justification by grace through faith, 
not by works.  That’s not where Luther be-
gan – he didn’t want to start a new church; 
he wanted to fix the one that already exist-
ed, reform its errors, and hopefully contin-
ue on together.  However, this was not to 
be – the institutional church didn’t want to 
hear what Luther had to say, branded him 
a heretic, and left him with the only option 
to separate and preserve the preaching and 
teaching of  the pure Gospel.

This central teaching – this proper dis-
tinction between Law and Gospel, 

as C.F.W. Walther, the first president of  the 
LCMS would formulate it – is the article on 
which the church stands or falls.  When you 
read the Augsburg Confession, it’s assumed 
that our understanding of  this teaching was 
shared with the Roman church.  Howev-
er, when the Catholic leaders replied with 
the Confutation, the prepared response to 
the Augsburg Confession, it was clear that 
there was not a consensus between the two 
groups.  Thus, the Apology to the Augs-
burg Confession (not “I’m sorry”, but an 
explanation), the reformers’ response to 
the Confutation, has its longest article 
concerning the doctrine of  justification.  
The truth that we are saved by God’s grace, 
apart from anything our works contribute, 
was a new teaching, but is consistent with 
Scripture, namely Paul’s letters.  To say that 
our works get us any “merits” in heaven is 
giving us too much credit.  Works do pro-
ceed from the heart of  faith (as James says, 
faith without works is dead), but the faith 
must be placed there by the Holy Spirit 
in the first place.

What does this have to do with us 
today in the church?  We are pres-

sured from all sides to abandon or at least 
weaken this understanding of  salvation by 
grace through faith.  Whether it’s funerals 
in which folks extol the “good deeds” of  
the deceased over and above the actions of  
Christ on our behalf, or it’s those churches 

that require that we have a “conversion ex-
perience” where we “choose God as our 
Lord and Savior”, they are false teachings 
headed toward the same goal.  We sinful 
men want to think that we can do some-
thing to “save face” by doing something 
toward our own salvation.  This false teach-
ing creeps into our doctrine and practice, 
sometimes without us even meaning to 
do so.  We must always be on our guard 
against this false teaching.  It’s the primary 
reason that we are Lutheran Christians, 
and not generic Christians.  If  we lose the 
reason to be distinctively Lutheran, we’ve 
already lost the battle, and we might as well 
give up right now.  But, thanks be to God 
that He continues to give us the strength 
and the conviction to maintain the truth, 
even though the world and our sinful na-
ture would like us to give up, to “get along 
with others”.

The theological battles of  the Reforma-
tion period still wage on in our day and 

age.  No, all Christian denominations are 
not the same.  While there are true believ-
ers in every Christian church, that doesn’t 
mean that they’re teaching the truth.  
There’s a reason that we are separate from 
other Christian churches – we don’t agree 
with their teaching and their practices.  If  
you have any other questions on this, please 
don’t hesitate to let me know.  I’m more 
than glad to talk about these things – that’s 
one of  the main things that I do, is to teach 
and be a resource for the people of  God 
in this place here at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church.

I hope to see you in church, in Bible study, 
and around the community.

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Daniel M. Provost

P.S. – I’ve been asked when is the best 
time to catch me in the office at the 
church.  First, I’d respond that my schedule 
is quite fluid, so the best way to make sure 
I’m in is to call me ahead on my cell phone, 
507-440-3147, and set up a time to meet.  
However, I endeavor to be in the office 
Mondays and Wednesdays after 10:00, 
although I might be out in the afternoons, 
even on those days, doing visits.  Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings are tighter with 
scheduled activities, but if  you need to talk 
to me, please call.  I’ll make every effort to 
be available when you need me.  I endeavor 
to be the shepherd here at Our Savior, and 
want to be available for each of  you.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Please see if  any of  these titles are some-
thing that you may want to read.  Put your 
name on the check out card with month and 
year in the date area.  Put the card in the card 
box.  Please try to bring the book(s) back 
within a month or so.  

ADULT NON-FICTION
Title and call number
And live under him    238  Kel
This is the Christian faith   238  Kra
Luther's small catechism   238  Lut
Luther's large catechism   238  Lut
The Apostle's Creed    238.1  Wag
Mere Christianity    239  Low

VIDEOS/DVD'S
The Greatest Story Ever Told
The First Valentine
Seasons of  the Heart
Pay It Forward
Sunday School Musical

CHILDREN'S BOOKS
St. Peter and St. Paul    E  Sto
Preacher Paul    E  Sto
My First Bible verses   E  Sug
Just look in the stable   E  Tan
Hey, Mr. Angel    E  Tan

EldEr

Randy Ervin

lay rEadEr

Sue Fortune

UshErs

Jary Boger
Rick Schiller

GrEEtErs

Rick & Gail Hartz
Lowell & Carole Zimmermann

altar GUild

Loretta Tool

MEdia tEaM

Rachelle T. and Amanda

MUsicans

Joy McGinley
Miranda Ervin

A special note of thanks to 
those of you that have and 

continue to contribute your 
ideas, photos, and articles.

Thank you for 
volunteering 
this month!LWML NEWS

LWML met for the first time on Sep-
tember 17th, making some plans for 
the fall.  The Marshalltown Zone Rally 
will be held on Saturday, October 6th 
at Trinity Church in Chariton from 9 
am till 3 pm.  The theme is " Be joy-
ful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 
in prayer.  Romans 12:12". A local mis-
sionary will be the speaker.  There will 
be an in gathering of  canned goods for 
the Chariton Food Pantry.  A carload 
will be heading down there so plan to 
join us.  Contact Julie Dlouhy if  inter-
ested in attending.
We have set some fall quilting dates so 
please put those on your calendar and 
plan on joining us for a fun day of  sew-
ing and fellowship.  The dates will be 
Wednesday, October 10th, Friday, Oc-
tober 12th, Wednesday, October 31st 
and Friday, November 2nd.  This is a 
fun and productive day and a skill for 
sewing is not necessary.  There is iron-
ing, fabric selection and quilt tying to 
be done so any hands will be welcome.  
We usually start at 9 am and bring sack 
lunches so we can work into the after-
noon.  Hope to see you!
FYI: LWML Iowa East has discontin-
ued participating in the Ready, Set, Re-
cycle program so we will no longer be 
collecting ink cartridges.
The Pregnancy Center of  Central 
Iowa is holding its annual fall banquet 
with speaker on October 6th from 6 pm 
till 8 pm at DMACC.  Anyone interest-
ed in attending please call 792-3050 or 
email pcci@iowatelecom.net for reser-
vations.
Our next LWML Faith Society meet-
ing is Monday, October 15th at 6:30.  
We will be having a special speaker that 
evening and encourage all members 
to attend.  Light refreshments will be 
served.
Future dates to consider: June 20-3 
2019, National Convention in Mobile, 
Alabama.

We want to thank you for your most gen-
erous donation to our ministry.  We could 
not fulfill our mission of  helping children 
and families without such faithful gener-
osity.
Rita Baker, Director
Pregnancy Center of  Central Iowa

Thank you for your wonderful gift of  
$300.00.  Your donation will be used to 
ensure the ongoing mission of  preparing 
the church's future pastors, missionaries, 
deaconesses and leaders.  Your support 
makes an eternal difference!  Please know 
that every penny you send is used careful-
ly to advance this mission of  preparing 
those who will serve the Lord and His 
people for generations to come.
Rev. Dale A. Meyer, Ph. D., President
Concordia Seminary

Thank You
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"THE RECIPE "BOX"

Upcoming Events in October

We'd love to have your recipe!
If you'd like to share your recipe or recipes with the 
OSL Family, please submit a copy to Amanda in the 

office or e-mail it to oursavr@windstream.net.

OctOber 3rd
10:00am Voter's Packet submission DeaDline

OctOber 4th & 18th
9:00am Ladies bibLe study

OctOber 4th
9:00am LWmL marshaLLtOWn ZOne raLLy in charitOn

OctOber 16th
6:30pm cOmmittee mtgs and 7:00pm cOunciL meeting 

7:30Pm Voter's meeting

sunday's in OctOber
9:00am WOrship

10:30am sunday schOOL & bibLe cLass

tuesday's in OctOber
1:00pm Faith 101

bulletin DeaDline - am

PUMPKIN OATMEAL MUFFINS
From www.kimscravings.com

Ingredients:
• 2 C. old-fashioned rolled oats gluten-free as needed 
• 1 Tsp. baking powder 
• 2 Tsp. pumpkin pie spice 
• 1 Tsp. cinnamon 
• ¼ Tsp. nutmeg 
• ¼ Tsp. salt 
• 1 C. pumpkin puree not pumpkin 
pie filling 
• 1 egg or 2 egg whites 
• ¼ C. pure maple syrup honey works too 
• 2 Tsp. pure vanilla extract 
• 1 C. unsweetened vanilla almond milk any milk will 
work 
• ¼ C. chopped pecans or walnuts optional 
• ¼ C. dried craisins or any dried fruit optional 
• ¼ C. mini chocolate chips optional, but recom-
mended 

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350°. Spray muffin pan with non-
stick cooking spray. In a large bowl, stir together oats, 
baking powder, seasonings and salt.
2. Add pumpkin, egg, maple syrup, vanilla extract, 
milk and add-ins. Stir well to incorporate.
3. Allow the mixture to set and thicken for about 3-5 
minutes before spooning into your muffin pan.
4. Fill muffin cups almost completely full with batter. 
The muffins will not rise.
5. Bake for 30 minutes and until the center of  each 
oatmeal muffin is set. Allow to cool for 10 minutes 
before serving. If  you don't allow these to cool before 
taking them out of  the muffin pan, they will fall apart. 
I used a knife around the sides to make removal easier. 
After cooling, they will set well. Store in a covered 
container in the fridge for about a week or freeze for 
up to 3 months.

BROWNIE MALLOW BARS
From Gail Hartz

Ingredients
• 1 pkg fudge brownie mix (9 x 13" size)
• 1 pkg (10.5 oz.)miniature marshmallows
• 2 C. (12 0z. pkg.) semisweet chocolate chips
• 1 C. peanut butter 
• 1 Tbsp. butter or margarine
• 1 1/2 C. crisp rice cereal

Directions:
1. Prepare brownie batter according 
to package directions for fudge-like 
brownies.  Pour into a greased 13x9" 
baking pan.  Bake at 350° for 28-30 minutes.  Top with 
marshmallows;  bake 3 minutes longer (marshmallows 
will not be completely melted.)  Cool on a wire rack.
2. In a saucepan, combine the chocolate chips, peanut 
butter, and butter.  Cook and stir over low heat until 
smooth.  Remove from the heat; stir in cereal.  Spread 
over brownies.  Refrigerate for 1 - 2 hours or until firm 
before cutting.  Yield: 2 1/2 dozen

OctOber 7th
mitebOx sunday 
LWmL sunday

Oct. 10, 12, 31 & nOv. 2
QuiLting

OctOber 19th
chronicler DeaDline

OctOber 28th
6:00pm dOug's bibLe study 

@ pettet's

Wednesday's in OctOber
4:00pm cOnFirmatiOn cLass

thurdays's in OctOber
7:00pm chOir


