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Hebrews 10: 24-25

A Message from Pastor Daniel Provost
Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,

Well, I’m assured that spring is here.  
In these “southern climates”, things 

are a lot easier than they are “up north”, to 
be sure.  It’s interesting, though, how the 
church year calendar fits with the secular 
one - as things are blooming and growing, 
we talk about the Resurrection of  Jesus; 
as things are dying and wilting in the fall, 
we have our readings focused on the End 
Times and the coming destruction of  this 
physical world.  These things are no acci-
dent - thanks be to God for giving order 
and structure to our lives, and giving us 
reason to continue on when things seem 
to be bleak.

As I’ve alluded to, April is the month 
that contains the celebration of  the 

Resurrection of  our Lord this year.  It’s too 
complicated to figure out up the formula 
for when Easter is celebrated; just refer to 
your LSB Hymnal for the dates of  Easter 
extrapolated until at least 2050 AD.  But 
before we get to the glories of  Easter, we 
must remember why we are so glad and 
will celebrate.  The season of  Lent, which 
we’ve been journeying through most of  the 
month of  March, reaches its culmination 
with Holy Week.  That’s why we spend so 
much time in special services during Pas-
sion Week - it’s the Final Four, the Super 
Bowl and the World Series rolled into one!  
We learn how the cheers of  “Hosanna” 
from the crowd on Palm Sunday quickly 
turned to jeers of  “Crucify Him!” less than 
a week later - on Good Friday.  This shows 
how fickle we human beings can be, and 
how God was able to conquer our sins and 
our sinful nature on the cross of  Calvary.

April 14th is known both as Palm Sun-
day and Passion Sunday, as the service 

revolves around both themes.  We gather 
either in the fellowship hall or outdoors 
(depending upon the weather) and pro-
cess into the church waving palm branch-
es, to remind us of  the Triumphal Entry 
of  Christ.  The Processional Gospel, read 
before entering the church, is the first of  
two Gospel readings that day.  During the 
service, our focus turns from the palm 
branches to the Passion of  the Christ - giv-
ing us the whole story, told twice within 
one week, of  all that Jesus endured and did 
for our salvation.  You could say that Pas-
sion Week is bookended by high festivals, 
with solemn reverence contained within.

Maundy Thursday, the service focused 
around the Last Supper and the in-

stitution of  Holy Communion, starts what 
is known within the church as the Tridu-
um, or “three days”, of  worship.  It’s as if  
there were one continuous service, starting 
on Thursday evening, and ending on Eas-
ter Sunday.  Though we don’t stay at the 
church the entire time, our hearts are still in 
the mode of  increased awareness and wor-
ship.  At the end of  the service on Maun-
dy Thursday, the altar and chancel of  the 
church are stripped of  all non-essential ele-
ments, to prepare for the stark barrenness 
of  Good Friday.  There is no benediction 
spoken on Maundy Thursday, nor is there 
an Invocation or a Benediction on Good 
Friday – this is a strong reminder of  the 
continual nature of  the service that persists 
through these days.

Good Friday, Tenebrae Service, the ser-
vice of  darkness, is a moving and poi-

gnant time in the church.  Good Friday is 
not a funeral for Jesus; rather, it’s a remem-
brance of  what He has done for our salva-
tion, and a reflection upon our sinfulness 
that made such a sacrifice necessary.  The 
reason that we progress from light to dark-
ness is to point out that our sin was paid 
for by Jesus’ death and placement in the 
dark tomb.  No longer do we have to fear 
God’s wrath because of  our sinfulness; the 
price was paid by Jesus on the cross of  Cal-
vary.  We leave in the darkness, hearing the 
streiptus (loud noise) of  the sealing of  the 
tomb, to return on Easter morning to re-
ceive God’s Word and Sacrament and the 
joys of  the Resurrection.

Easter Sunday - the time has finally come 
to stop the restrained praise of  Lent, 

rejoice and be merry – Christ our Pass-
over Lamb has been raised from the dead.  
Thanks be to God!  We have special music 
planned for this day, as well as an Easter 
breakfast before the service, because this is 
such a momentous day.  It’s only when we 
realize that our sins, and God’s love for us 
that is unequaled, are the reason that Christ 
came and died and rose again - enduring 
the cross, scorning its shame - that we can 
truly rejoice

I hope that you will plan to join with our 
congregation on these important days 

that are coming up.  To summarize, the 
times (and special activities) are listed on 
the left of  the page.

In Christ’s Service,    Pastor Daniel M. Provost

Special services
Palm Sunday (4/14):  

9am (procession with 
palms, reading of  the 

Passion)
Maundy Thursday (4/18):  
7pm (concluding with the 

Stripping of  the Altar)
Good Friday (4/19):  

7pm (Tenebrae Vespers 
Service)

Easter Sunday (4/21):  
9am (celebratory Divine 
Service with special music, 

preceded by breakfast)
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LIBRARY NEWS

Please see if  any of  these titles are some-
thing that you might want to read.  Put your 
name on the check out card with month 
and year in the date area.  Put the card in the 
card box.  Please try to bring the book(s) 

back within a month or so.  

ADULT NON-FICTION
Devotion Books
Title and call number

Best loved passages of  the Bible   
    242  Bes
Songs from a mother's heart    
    242  Ken
My Savior at my side     
    242  Ken
Good morning Lord, devotions 
for children     242 Kor
The Abundant life    242  Kre
Words of  promise     242  Kre
A grief  observed    242  Lew
Traveling light    242  Luc
Good morning Lord, devotions 
for young people    242  Mar
Timeouts with God, 
for parents   242  Mel
At home with Jesus    242  Mol
With Jesus everyday    242  Nor
Each day with Jesus    242 Nor
Anybody can be cool but awesome 
takes practice     242 Pet
The Family's man   242 Pfa

EldEr

Doug DeJong

lay rEadEr

Julia Dlouhy

UshErs

Gary Gerdts
Lowell Zimmermann

GrEEtErs

Steve & Janet Hartz

altar GUild

Mary Ervin

MEdia tEaM

Julia Dlouhy and Amanda

MUsicans

Joy McGinley
Miranda Ervin

A special note of thanks to 
those of you that have and 

continue to contribute your 
ideas, photos, and articles.

Thank you for 
volunteering 
this month!LWML NEWS

LWML Faith Society will meet on 
Monday, April 15th at 6:30 pm.  
All ladies of  the congregation are 

invited!

QUILT BLESSING
We will be having a blessing on 

April 7th for all the quilts, shorts, 
and pillowcase dresses made by 

the women during this cold, cold 
winter.  We will meet on Friday, 

April 5th at 11:00 am to display all 
of  the items in the church.  Many 

hands make the work go faster!

LWML SPRING RALLY
On Saturday, April 6th, the 

LWML Marshalltown Zone Rally 
will be held at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Marshalltown, IA.  If  you 

have books, scarves, or jewelry 
you would like to donate to sell, 

bring them that day.  Unsold items 
will be returned to you.  Let Julie 
Dlouhy know if  you plan to at-

tend.

Homeward Bound Bible study group 
will meet, Sunday, April 7th at 1:00pm. 

at the Lowell Zimmermann home.  
Come join us!

Homeward Bound

OSL Dinners are being served on 
Wednesdays through April 10th at 

6:00pm before 7:00pm services.  Please 
join us! Bring your family and friends.

OSL DINNERS
We will celebrating the 90th birth-
day of  Virgil Hartz with an open 

house on Saturday, April 20 in the 
chapel at Newton Village from 2:30 

to 4:30.  Please join the family in 
marking this special event!  Hope to 

see you there.

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY FOR 
SOMEONE SPECIAL

Reservation Calendar
If you'd like to reserve a room here 
at OSL for an occasion, please con-
tact Amanda in the office.  You must 
be a member to reserve a room and 
must be present at the event.

641-792-1084

WEBSITE
Please remember that 
if  you'd like to see our 

chronicler in "mostly" J 
color, you can visit our 
website, navigate to the 
Resources tab and select 

Chronciler.  
www.oursavlutheran.com
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THE RECIPE BOX

We'd love to have your recipe!
If you'd like to share your recipe or recipes with 

the OSL Family, please submit a copy to 
Amanda in the office or e-mail it to 

oursavr@windstream.net.

April 3rd
10:00am Voter's Packet DeaDline

6:00pm OSl dinner
7:00pm WOrShip

April 4th & 18th
9:00Am lAdieS BiBle Study 

April 7th
9:00Am Quilt BleSSing

1:00pm hOmeWArd BOund @ ZimmermAnn'S
miteBOx SundAy

April 14th
Palm sunDay

6:00pm dOug'S BiBle Study @ JeSSen'S

April 15th
6:30pm lWml FAith SOciety 

April 16th
6:30pm cOmmittee meetingS

7:00pm cOuncil meeting
7:30PmVoter's meeting

April 18th
7:00pm mAundy thurSdAy WOrShip

April 19th
chronicler DeaDline

7:00pm gOOd FridAy WOrShip

April 21St
7:30Am eASter BreAkFASt
9:00Am eASter WOrShip

SundAy'S in April
9:00Am WOrShip

10:30Am SundAy SchOOl & BiBle clASS

tueSdAy'S in April
Bulletin DeaDline - am

WedneSdAy'S in April
1:00pm FAith 101

4:00pm cOnFirmAtiOn clASS

thurSdAy'S in April (4th & 11th)
6:30pm chOir

FridAy'S in April
8:30Am BiBle Study At OSl

EASTER HAM
From www.allrecipes.com

Ingredients
1 (7 lb.) boneless ham 
2 C. brown sugar 
3 Tbsp. prepared yellow mustard, or as needed 
1 (8 oz.) can pineapple rings in juice, drained and juice 
reserved 
1 C. honey

Directions
1.  Preheat oven to 350° 
2.  Score ham by making 1/2-in. 
deep diagonal cuts, creating a 
diamond pattern; transfer ham to a roasting pan. 
3.  Mix brown sugar with enough yellow mustard to 
make a smooth, pourable sauce. 
4.  Pour reserved pineapple juice over ham, followed 
by the honey. 
5.  Pour brown sugar mixture over honey and arrange 
pineapple rings decoratively atop ham. Secure pine-
apple rings with toothpicks. 
6.  Bake in the preheated oven until diamond pattern 
on ham splits open, 1 to 1 1/2 hours. Baste ham every 
15 minutes with pan drippings. 

EASTER EGG NESTS
From www.colorfulplaces.com

Ingredients
3 drops green food coloring
1/2 Tsp. milk
1 1/3 C. flaked coconut
6 oz. white confectioners' coating

Directions
1.  In a small bowl, mix food coloring with milk; add 
coconut and mix until evenly tinted; set aside
2.  Melt confectioners' coating over a double boiler or 
in the microwave, stirring every 15-30 seconds un-
til smooth.  Mix with coconut mixture and place by 
spoonfuls on waxed paper. Shape mixture like a bird's 
nest, making a slight indentation in the center of  each 
one. 
3.  Cool completely and decorate by placing candies in 
the center of  each nest

Upcoming Events in April

April 10th & 24th
5:30pm yOuth grOup

April 11th
3:00pm elderS meeting


