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A Message from Pastor Daniel ProvostA Message from Pastor Daniel Provost
Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,

Blessed Lent and Holy Week to all 
of  you!  I hope that this letter finds 

you well and free of  sickness; however, we 
are told by the civil authorities that this is an 
ongoing risk.  As I write this, we are about 
to embark upon a digital experiment to up-
load worship services so that you can have at 
least a partial substitute for joining together 
for Word and Sacrament In consultation with 
our District President, I’m even working on 
a way to celebrate the Lord’s Supper in 
a way that satisfies our theology, the de-
mands of  the state, and our current reali-
ties.  By the time you read this, we will know 
more about how long these differing mea-
sures will have to suffice.  Hopefully we will 
be able to be back together on April 1st and 
5th, as planned.  We should prepared for the 
possibility that this might not happen.  Rest 
assured that God is with us regardless, and 
that He will guard and keep us during this 
difficult time.

As we prepare for the celebration of  the 
Resurrection of  Christ at Easter, we do 

well to focus upon our sinfulness and the sin-
ful nature that clings to us like glue.  God does 
not wish for disease and sickness to be in our 
midst; He doesn’t want us to backbite one an-
other and commit all manner of  sins against 
God and our neighbor.  Rather, He intended 
for us to be created in His image, live in His 
perfection, without even the knowledge of  
evil to accompany our knowledge of  what 
is good.  Unfortunately, the serpent deceived 
Eve, and Eve misled Adam, and the whole 
spiral to the complete condemnation of  man 
was set into place.  But, in His foreknowl-
edge, God also knew this would happen, and 
provided a substitute, Christ the Savior, Who 
lived, died, was buried, and rose again on the 
Third Day to completely take the sins of  the 
world upon Himself.  You’ve probably heard 
this message year after year during Holy 
Week and Easter.  That’s not to say that it’s 
a tiresome message; however, sometimes we 
hear something over and over and discount 
it, even unwittingly, in our own minds and 
hearts.

Folks, I know that if  you’re like me, you’re 
concerned.  Scared, even.  Most if  not all 

of  us have never confronted a situation even 
REMOTELY like this.  If  you watch the 
news media and social networks, you might 
be even more restive.  But take comfort in the 
words of  our Savior this day:

“32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed 
it has come, when you will be scattered, 
each to his own home, and will leave me 
alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father 
is with me. 33 I have said these things to 
you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world." (Jn. 
16:32-33 ESV).  

Jesus was speaking of  the day when the 
disciples would scatter when they saw His 

Passion starting – they would run away be-
cause they didn’t want to be part of  what was 
coming to Him.  Whether they set out to do 
so or not, they did leave Him alone – but not 
truly alone, because the Father was with Him.  
Even though we haven’t intentionally scat-
tered from Jesus, the result of  us being sepa-
rated from Him and each other for a time is 
a present reality.

Why does Jesus share this story with 
them?  With us?  Because He want-

ed them, and us, to be at peace.  The Fa-
ther was with Him; the Father is with us!  
Even amidst tribulation, we can have 
peace.  Peace with God has been made 
by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  Tribula-
tion will come, but Jesus has overcome the 
world.  During this Eastertide, we remember 
that this is the time when He overcame the 
world.  The devil thought that he had won, 
that he had Jesus on His back, fighting just 
to survive.  But what the evil one forgot was 
that Jesus is Lord of  all creation, and that the 
devil didn’t stand a chance!  Jesus has over-
come the world.  Even though some of  us 
might get sick, and we might have friends and 
loved ones that may die, Jesus has overcome 
the world.  Because He suffered and died and 
paid the price for all sin, our sin is removed 
from us.  Because He rose again on the Third 
Day, and ascended into heaven, we know 
where we will go on the Last Day, or the day 
in which He chooses to call us home.  We will 
rise with Him to eternal paradise, just as He 
promised the repentant thief  on the cross.

So as we figure out these national, indeed, 
international realities, and eventually re-

turn to our semi-normal lives, keep in mind 
the words from our Savior, “I have overcome 
the world!”  Thanks be to God that He has!  
God be with us until we meet again, and in the 
meantime, thanks to Him that he’s given us 
other means to keep in touch virtually.

In Christ's Service,

Pastor Daniel M. Provost
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OSL WEBSITE
Please remember that if  you'd like to see 

our bulletins and chroniclers in color, 
you can visit our website and navigate to 

the Resources tab.  
www.oursavlutheran.com

Reservation 
Calendar

If you'd like to reserve 
a room here at OSL 
for an occasion, please 
contact Amanda in the 
office.  You must be 
a member to reserve 
a room and must be 
present at the event.

641-792-1084

VOTER'S MEETING UPDATE
The Quarterly Voter's Meeting sched-
uled for April has been cancelled.  We 
will meet in July.  If  there is anything 
that needs attention before then, please 

contact Randy, an Elder or Pastor.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Worship Services through April here at 
OSL are cancelled.  We will continue to 

have Digital Services posted online.
Please go to:

oursaviornewtoniowa.sermon.net/main
or to our website for a direct link

oursavlutheran.com

Please watch your email for 
some exciting news about 

Easter morning!

Please see if  any of  these titles are some-
thing you might want to check out.  Put 
your name on the check out card with 
month and year in the date area.  Put the 
card in the card box.  Please try to bring 
the book/dvd back within a month or so.  

ADULT NON-FICTION
Title and call number

1 Corinthians     225 Top
2 Corinthians     225 Val
Mark      225 Wic
Laugh again     248.4 Swi
Martin Luther's Christmas book  252 Bas
Complete sermons of  Martin Luther, 
    Volumes 1-6    252 Len
Servant leadership    252 Fry
Your church has personality   254 Hun
Hands on service ideas for youth groups 
    259 Cas
Community builders    259 Mel
Prescription for a healthy church  259 Ree
Premarital guidance    259 Tay
No more us & them    259.25 No
Life together     260 Bon
Satanism     261.2 Fre

LIBRARY NEWS

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father 
who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in 

heaven; 
give us this day our daily 

bread; 
and forgive us our 

trespassesas we forgive 
those who trespass 

against us; 
and lead us not into 

temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power 

and the glory 
forever and ever. 

Amen.

QUOTES
REAL: And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and 
I will place you in your own land. 
Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do 
it, declares the LORD.” Ezek. 37:14

 

CULTURED: Faith is letting down 
our nets into the transparent deeps at 
the Divine command, not knowing 

what we shall draw.  
Francois Fenelon
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N o v e m b e r

www.oursavlutheran.com
Please use our webiste to access Digital 

services, bulletins anD chroniclers

aPril 24th
Chronicler Deadline

tuesDay's in aPril
Bulletin DeaDline - am

there will not be a voter's Meeting this quarter.
we will Meet in July.  if there is anything that 

neeDs attention before then, Please contact 
ranDy ervin, an elDer or Pastor.
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THE RECIPE BOX
SPOON BURGERS

From Mary Ann Versteegh, our quilting friend

Ingredients
1 lb. ground beef
2 Tbsp. fat
2/3 C. chopped onion
1 Tbsp. prepared mustard
1 Tbsp. ketchup
1/2 Tsp. salt
1 can condensed chicken gumbo soup
1/4 C. water

Directions
1.Brown meat in fat.  Add onion and cook until golden.  
2. Stir in remaining ingredients and simmer over low heat 
for 30 minutes.   Makes 8 servings.

Upcoming Events in April

We'd love to have your recipe!
If you'd like to share your recipe or recipes with the 
OSL Family, please submit a copy to Amanda in the 

office or e-mail it to oursavr@windstream.net.

aPril 12th
EastEr

aPril 10th
Good Friday

ONE-POT BACON-SHRIMP CORN CHOWDER
From Julie Dlouhy

Ingredients
1 (1-lb.) pkg. thick black-peppered slab bacon, chopped
1 lb. raw, peeled and deveined shrimp, tails removed
1 small white onion, chopped
1 medium carrot, peeled and chopped
1 stalk celery, chopped
2 C. frozen potatoes O'Brien
1(16 oz.) bag frozen golden corn
¼ C. all-purpose flour
4 C. whole milk
2 Tsp. Creole seasoning
2 Tsp. fresh thyme, chopped, plus additional for garnish
1 Tsp. salt
1 Tsp. paprika
½ Tsp. ground marjoram
White Cheddar cheese, shredded, for serving

Directions
1. Heat a large pot over medium heat. Add bacon; cook 
until crisp. Add shrimp, onion, carrot, and celery. Cook 
and stir until shrimp are opaque. Remove shrimp mixture 
from pot with a slotted spoon. Cover and keep warm.
2. Add frozen potatoes and corn to same pot. Cook and 
stir over medium heat for 5 minutes. Add flour; cook and 
stir 1 minute more. Slowly add milk and bring to a sim-
mer, stirring occasionally. Cook for 5 minutes or until 
thickened.
3. Return shrimp mixture to pot. Add Creole seasoning, 
chopped thyme, salt, paprika, and marjoram. Cook un-
til heated through. Serve chowder in bowls topped with 
cheese and, if  desired, thyme sprigs.  Makes 10 servings

RASPBERRY STREUSEL COFFEE CAKE
From JoAnn Bringolf

Ingredients and directions
Cook for 5 min.: 
    3 ½ C. unsweetened raspberries 
    1 C. water
Combine: 2 Tbsp. lemon juice
    1¼ C. sugar
    1/3 C. cornstarch
Mix with water/raspberries & cook a few minutes until 
thick.  Cool
Combine:  
    3 C. flour
    1 C. sugar
    1 tsp. baking soda
    1 tsp. baking powder
Cut in 1 c. softened butter
Stir in: 
    2 eggs
    1 C. sour cream
    1 tsp. vanilla
Spread a little less than half  the batter into a greased 9x13 
pan. Spread raspberry filling over batter.
Spoon remaining batter over filling. 

For TOPPING combine:
    ½ C. flour
    ½ C. sugar
    ¼ C. butter, softened
    ¼ C. chopped pecans (optional)
Sprinkle this over top of  coffee cake.
Bake at 350° for 45 min. or until done. (Mine took 
about an hour in an air bake pan.)
For GLAZE combine: 
    ½ C. powdered sugar
    2 tsp. milk
    ½ vanilla
Drizzle over warm cake.


