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A Message from Pastor Daniel ProvostA Message from Pastor Daniel Provost
Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,

Well, it’s finally here…the weather 
resulting in behavior just like 

it’s 20 degrees below zero!  Of  course, as 
I write this, the heat index is well north of  
90 degrees, and my response is much the 
same as it is in the middle of  the winter – to 
dash from my air conditioned house to my 
air conditioned truck to my air conditioned 
office, etc. and etc.  In the winter the only 
difference is that the above are heated rath-
er than air conditioned!  But, we deal with 
the extremes of  the weather in order to 
avoid living in some overcrowded place like 
Manhattan or Los Angeles.  I’ve actually 
heard that there’s been an increase in folks 
living on the coasts debating about whether 
or not they can relocate to places like rural 
Iowa, because of  the impact of  the COV-
ID-19 pandemic in highly populated areas.  
The advent of  many folks working from 
home has hastened these inquiries.  Maybe 
this is what it will take for people to come 
to their senses and realize the joys of  living 
in places like Newton.  You never know…

We rejoice because we are finally able 
to join together in the Divine Ser-

vice of  Word and Sacrament again.  Our 
first services were on June 10th and 17th; 
we’ll continue to offer both Wednesday and 
Sunday services at least for the time being 
to promote social distancing.  As we enter 
the Summer season, I know that many of  
you will be taking vacation time, although 
probably not as many of  you as normal.  
Just don’t forget to support Our Savior 
Lutheran with your offerings and your at-
tendance whenever you are able.  

Many of  you are still (rightly) concerned 
about your own health and well-being 

to venture out of  your homes to join in 
corporate worship, and the online services 
of  the Word will continue to be offered to 
you for the time being.  However, please 
also consider that in the same way that we 
care for our physical bodies, and feed them 
and nourish them, and go to the doctor and 
receive physical medicine, don’t forget to 
also care for your spiritual bodies.  As Je-
sus reminds us, “And do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matt. 
10:28 ESV).  We need what Jesus offers in 
the Divine Service – not only the Word of  
God, but also the Word made Flesh in the 
Sacrament of  the Altar, for the forgiveness 
of  our sins and the strengthening of  our 

bodies.  “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of  some, but encourag-
ing one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.” (Heb. 10:24 ESV).  The bot-
tom line is that we need each other, to build 
each other up, and to spur each other on to 
doing good works, in response to the faith 
we’ve been given by the Holy Spirit.  I’ve 
mentioned this before, but I will bring it up 
again – if  you’re not comfortable with join-
ing with a larger group, let me know – I’d 
be more than willing to bring the Sacra-
ment to you in your home.  I’m here as the 
minister of  Word and Sacrament to do just 
that – be the physician of  souls.

Unlike last year, when we took a vaca-
tion for 23 days to the (hot) Southwest 

in August (maybe not the wisest idea, in 
retrospect!), we’re planning to split up our 
vacation time this year.  We will be journey-
ing to my homeland of  Upper Michigan 
from July 10-20, where the air is cooler, the 
water is icy (last report – Lake Superior was 
a refreshing 40 degrees!), and the family is 
awaiting our arrival.  The last time we jour-
neyed to Upper Michigan in the summer 
was over five years ago; we were there three 
years ago in the winter (that’s an adventure, 
to be sure!).  Of  course, my dad has been 
to visit us numerous times in the interim, 
but we don’t get “UP” there very often.  We 
are planning to take the rest of  our vacation 
later on in the year, probably in October.  
We haven’t split it up like this in a long time, 
but this seems like the year to do it.  

Rest assured, you will be in the best of  
hands when I’m gone.  Rev. David 

Kottlowski, a recently retired pastor from 
Ankeny, will cover both July 12th, 15th and 
19th for me.  He’s the same pastor that was 
here last year after my surgery and during 
our vacation out West.  I trust that he is 
a faithful pastor, who will continue to feed 
you with the Word of  God and with the 
Sacrament in my absence.  Thanks be to 
God that there are faithful pastors that are 
willing (and able) to help out with pulpit 
supply after they are retired from active ser-
vice in the church.

I hope to see you in church, in Bible study 
(coming probably in the fall, Lord 

willing), and around the community!

In Christ's Service,

Pastor Daniel M. Provost
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LWML DEVOTION ~ JULY 2020
Leader: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the 
God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in 
order to bring praise to God. … May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of  the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:5-7,13).
Asia is a harvest field ripe for the Gospel. It is predominantly secular with
Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu, and other false religions.
Response: When he [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36).
Leader: Women doing missionary work in Asia are prepared to share their reason for 
hope as they minister to hungry souls. They do this by using their God-given talents 
serving as nurses, managers, teachers, coordinators, and deaconesses.
Response: Now there are varieties of  gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of  service, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of  activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all 
in everyone (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).
Leader: This grant will be used by Mission Central to support these sisters in their 
unique ministries in various parts of  Asia. It will also be used for transportation to and 
from the mission field.
Response: Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21).
Closing Hymn: Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way" (LSB 708 v 1)

Please see if  any of  these titles are some-
thing you might want to check out.  Put 
your name on the check out card with 
month and year in the date area.  Put the 
card in the card box.  Please try to bring 
the book/dvd back within a month or so.  

ADULT NON-FICTION
Title and call number

Bishop of  resistance: Berggrav  284.1 Ro
Lutheran cyclopedia              284.103 Lut
Wings                284.173 Tae
Pulling weeds, planting seeds   284.4 Rei
Jehovah's witness    289.9 Ke
When bad things happen to good people   
    296.3 Kus
The new age movement   299 Lo
Appalachia on our mind   301.29 She
Dare to be different    305.2 Her
Generations apart    305.2 She
Living somewhere between estrogen and 
death      305.26 Jo
No ordinary man    305.31 Sel
Slices of  life     305.4 And
I've got to talk to somebody, God  
    305.4 Hol
To live again     305.4 Mar

LIBRARY NEWS

LWML BYTES
Asia is a harvest field ripe 
for the Gospel. Lutheran 
Women in Mission realize 
that our grants to mission-

aries bring God’s Word 
to a dying world. Asia is 
predominantly secular, 
with Buddhist, Muslim, 
Hindu, and other false 

religions. Mission Central 
provides needed supplies 
to support the work of  10 
women missionaries, some 
of  whom have husbands 
and families working with 
them, while others work 
with a team or alone. For 

more information, go 
to www.lwml.org/2019-
2021-mission-grant-12.

_____________

LWML Mission Grant #12 
for the 2019-2021 bien-

nium is Women’s Witness 
and Mercy Asia — Mission 

Central. This grant will 
provide funds to support 

10 women in the work they 
are doing in Asia through 
flights to and from their 
mission location, local 

transportation, insurance, 
supplies, materials, com-

puters, payment for the ed-
ucation of  their children, 

and other physical support. 
For more information, go 
to www.lwml.org/2019-
2021-mission-grant-12.

CHURCH LAWN
It’s time for mowing the lawn.  Please 
contact one of the following to be sched-
uled to mow.  Carmen Sanders 417-860-
6102, Steve Hartz 521-0555 or Gary 
Gerdts 521-0985. Thanks for volunteer-
ing!

VOTER'S MEETING
The Voter’s meeting will be Tuesday, 
July 21st at 7:30pm.  The deadline for 
packet submissions is Tuesday, July 
7th by noon. Please submit by email at 
oursavr@windstream.net or place in the 
hanging folder next to Amanda's office 
door.

DIGITAL ACCESS
www.oursavlutheran.com
Please continue to use our 

webiste to access Digital services, 
bulletins, chroniclers, anD 

Pastor's blog

VACATION INFORMATION
Pastor Provost will be on vacation July 
10-20.  He will be available for emergen-
cies via his cell phone, 507-440-3147.  
Amanda will also be on vacation from 
July 13-17.  Please feel free to contact and 
elder during this time. Ron Dlouhy, 641-
831-9649; Doug Woebbeking, 641-521-
5645; Darryl Johnson, 563-349-0230.
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N o v e m b e r

July 4th
Fourth of  July

July 7th
Voter's Packet Deadline

July 14th
6:30Pm trustees meeting

July 21st
6:30Pm council meeting
7:30pm voter's meeting

July 24th
Chronicler Deadline

July worshiP
weDnesDay's at 7:00Pm

sunDay's at 9:00am

tuesDay's in July
Bulletin DeaDline - am

July 10th - 20th
Pastor Provost - vacation

July 13th - 17th
amanDa - vacation
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THE RECIPE BOX
UPSIDE DOWN RHUBARB CAKE

From Amanda Hartz

Ingredients
5 c. finely diced rhubarb
1 c. sugar
1 small box jello (raspberry or 
strawberry)
    Raspberry for a sweeter taste, 
    Strawberry for more tart.
3 c. mini marshmallows (or little more to cover every-
thing)
1 box white cake mix

Directions
1. Place rhubarb in 9x13 pan.
2. Sprinkle rhubarb with jello 
3. Cover with marshmallows.
4. Mix cake mix according to directions and pour over 
marshmallows.
5. Bake at 350° for 1 hour.

Upcoming Events in July

We'd love to have your recipe!
If  you'd like to share your recipes with the OSL 

Family, please submit a copy to Amanda in the office 
or e-mail it to oursavr@windstream.net.

BANANA NUT BREAD
From Amanda Hartz

Ingredients
1/2 c. shortening
3/4 c. sugar
2 eggs
1 1/4 c. mashed bananas
1 tsp. lemon juice
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. baking soda
2 tsp. baking powder
1 3/4 c. flour
1/2 c. nuts (optional)

Directions
1. Mix all ingredients (I use a mixer, easier).
2. Pour into greased loaf  pan and bake 60 - 80 min. 350°.  
Knife in middle should come out clean. 
Optional: add a drop or 2 of  yellow liquid food coloring to make 
it prettier.

4TH OF JULY POPCORN
From www.justapinch.com

Ingredients
1 c. sugar
1/2 c. powdered sugar
2 tbsp. light corn syrup
1/4 c. water
3 oz. package of  jello
1/2 c. unpopped popcorn

Directions
1. Pop popcorn into a large bowl, set aside.
2. In a medium size sauce pan, mix together, sugars, jello, 
water, and corn syrup. Cook on medium heat, stirring 
constantly until lightly boiling. Don't over cook.
3. Pour jello mixture over popped popcorn stirring con-
tinuously until evenly covered. Continue stirring until 
popcorn has cooled down and dried to keep popcorn 
from sticking together. Popcorn should have a sugary, 
crispy coating, not gooey.
4. Idea: cherry jello for the red and berry blue jello for the 
blue. Doing both colors means you need to pop twice as 
much popcorn and mix the coatings separately.


