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As WE GATHER

Maundy Thursday gains its name from the Latin word,
“mandatum” referring to the new command Christ gave on this
night to “love one another as I have loved you.”

Tonight begins the three day liturgy of Holy Week called the
Triduum. What we begin tonight will be continued through
Good Friday and Holy Saturday until Easter Sunday. This is one
story, even though it is told over several days. The benediction
Is held back until the resurrection of Jesus Christ is proclaimed.

The “stripping of the altar” at the conclusion of to tonight’s
service symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by his disciples
and the stripping of Jesus by the soldiers before his crucifixion. It
represents the humiliation of Jesus and the consequences of

sin. In many congregations Psalm 22 is read or sung while the
paraments are being removed.

PRESERVICE PRAYER

Lord of the Passover, Bread of Heaven and Cup of Life, through
this meal that is Your body and blood, establish us in faith and
lead us to long for this heavenly food until we eat and drink with
many from the ends of the earth the fruit of the everlasting
Kingdom of God; who lives and reigns with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PRESERVICE HYMN to read for Meditation LSB 445
“When You Woke That Thursday Morning”
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SERVICE OF CORPORATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

RERE BFE

)

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I will go to the altar of God,

to God my exceeding joy.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our
struggle against sin, death, and the devil — all that prevents us from trusting in
God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the Holy
Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed
meal for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by
diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy
Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are
troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s
wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but
sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves.
Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and,
to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve.

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith
and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to
His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It
is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good.
As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.”

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I
have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. | give Myself
into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to
comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and
everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.”
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Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing
this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has
eternal life.

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He
was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our
most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to
His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For we are all one
bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink
from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes
and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one
body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in
deed and in truth.

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.

Amen.

(P} Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him
for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Stand

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

(P) God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.

Amen.

(P) Do you believe that the forgiveness | speak is not my forgiveness but
God’s?

Yes.

(P} Let it be done for you as you believe.



(P} In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

P] Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.
Go in + peace.

Amen.

Sharing of the peace. “Peace be with you”

P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P Let us pray.

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of
Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your
body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be
manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
THE FIRST LESSON....cccctveeneee Exodus 24:1-11

Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from
afar. Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not
come near, and the people shall not come up with him.”

Moses came and told the people all the words of the LoRD and all
the just decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All
the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses wrote down all
the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the
foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of
Israel. And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt
offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. And Moses
took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw
against the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the
hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will
do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took the blood and threw it on the



people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made
with you in accordance with all these words.”

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was under
his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for
clearness. And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of
Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

THE SECOND LESSON ........... 1 Corinthians 10:16-17

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the
blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the
body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread.
(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL Mark:14:12-26

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the
Passover lamb, [Jesus’] disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go
and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” And he sent two of his disciples
and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of the
house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where [ may eat the
Passover with my disciples?” And he will show you a large upper room
furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” And the disciples set out and
went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the
Passover.

And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And as they
were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of
you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be sorrowful
and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?”” He said to them, “It is one of
the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. For the Son of
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been
born.”
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And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke
it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup,
and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it.
And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many. Truly, I say to you, | will not drink again of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN
Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face ..........coeuriienenenn. LSB 631
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READING Mark 14:26, 32-33
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples,
“Sit here while I pray.” And he took with him Peter and James and John,
and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My
soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch. “

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday are viewed as one
service, so no benediction is spoken at the conclusion of the Holy
Thursday service.

The Altar is stripped. If you wish, Psalm 22 can be read.
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THE FESTIVAL OF THE RESURRECTION

March 31

Easter Breakfast of Coffee, Juice and Rolls 9:45 a.m.
Easter Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated



