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Coffee, juice and rolls were served on Easter morning by 
the confirmation students and their families.  Several 
church members enjoyed partaking of this continental 
breakfast.  Thank you to all who helped. 

Some of the OSL ladies took 
a trip on April 17 to Circa 21 
in Rock Island with JH Travel 
to have lunch and see the  
performance of Church  
Basement Ladies.  Word is 
they had a very good time and 
this installment of the Church 
Basement Ladies plays was 
great. 
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  We are all running around trying to look more competent than we actually are.  
We put on a show for one another.  And who benefits from it?  No one.  We just 
make everyone else feel as though they should, therefore, try to be more compe-
tent too.  And then we get sucked, and suck one another down, into the vortex 
which would be properly analogous to the flushing of a toilet. 
 
  Instead of striving for competence, let’s pursue penitence. 
 
  How many things might I be dead wrong about?  The answer is-an infinity of 
things.  I will, properly, try my best not to be.  But what a joy to know that I can 
afford to be wrong, even if I don’t actively pursue it, because my Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ-and yours too! - has solved the riddle of life; and that it’s not 
about being right, but about grace and mercy, and being loved.  Even a clown 
like me can be loved.   So, why can’t I admit to being wrong; maybe even about 
what I think that I’m right about. 
 
  If you only repent of the things that you know that you’re wrong about, just 
think how many things that leaves out..  If Jesus only forgives the sins you con-
fess, what about all of those sins that you think that you’re righteous in?  Who 
has any idea how deluded he is? 
 
  Luther asks in the catechism: “What sins should we confess?”  Well-only those 
we know and feel in our hearts.  Not because that’s all of them; but for the simple 
and plain reason that those are the only ones that you know about.  But don’t 
think that that’s all of them. 
 
  And if you’re a riddle and an enigma to yourself, of whom you have a back-
stage view, think of what a mystery everyone else is.  We don’t figure one anoth-
er out.  But we can appreciate each other. 
 
  I think people are so interesting,, much more fascinating than places or things. 
 
  Take time to learn about someone else and let them learn about you; which is 
something we can do only if we stop wearing so many masks; which is just the 
fast-track down the toilet bowl. 
 
 

   May 10 at 9:00a-Care & Share Meeting 
 
 June 2-Confirmation Sunday 
 Bible Class/Sunday School will be at 
 9:30am and we will be changing Divine 
 Worship to 11:00am. 



Spring Clean-up 2024 
 
It was a beautiful Saturday morning on April 13, sunny with a little breeze and comfortable temperatures as 
eighteen OSL members came together for the annual ritual of wiping away winter & preparing for summer! 
With much outdoor trimming having been done in the fall, the outside job was a little easier. Grasses were 
trimmed, leaves were blown out of bushes and picked up, parking lot and landscaped area edges were 
trimmed, sign posts were repainted, mulch was applied to the Prayer Garden, bare spots were touched up & 
reseeded, and many other tasks done. On the inside, rooms were cleaned, windows cleaned, pews vacuumed, 
floors & countertops cleaned, shelves dusted, the altar area & sacristy deep cleaned, carpets vacuumed, and 
other tasks too numerous to mention were done. Refreshments were served for a brief time of fellowship & 
rest. By noon, the facilities looked very good inside & outside! A big THANK YOU to all who participated in 
any way for such a successful day. The love of GOD and the love for the OSL church family were apparent 
on that day! 

OSL quilters met for our last spring 

quilting session on April 12. We had a 

very productive quilting season.  Since 

last September, we have completed and  

donated at least 60 quilts locally to  

Discover Hope, each of the schools, 

the Christian School Auction, & to a 

few other individuals.  We also donat-

ed toddler blankets and baby blankets 

to Orphan Grain Train.  We have 31  

completed quilts remaining.  If you 

know of someone who is in need of a 

quilt, please contact one of us.  Thanks 

to all who have helped in any way. 



  
 
 
 
 
 

What a beautiful day we had for the Marshalltown Zone Spring LWML rally on April 20th!  A little 
road construction didn’t keep away 47 ladies, as well as 3 pastors and our district president (and for-
mer OSL member), Martha Hartwig – who was happy to see some familiar faces.  In the morning we 
listened to Rev Dr Jim Lamb from Lutheran Family Service, speaking to us on the  
theology and current world issues that affect us in our aging years.  A  
pre-lunch entertainment was provided by Marilyn, Raylene, Dianne, and  
Julie (and Pastor P), as they performed a quick skit on ‘Making Disciple Stew’.  The book sale brought 
in over $96 to the mites offerings.  Pastor  
Picard led us in an afternoon bible study conversation on Psalm 90.   
 
I can’t say it enough - A big thank you to everyone who helped in any way, no  
effort was too small, to make the day a God-filled success.  You may have baked, decorated, vacuumed, 
set up tables or books, hung quilts or stuffed folders, washed dishes or shopped for napkins, door-
watched, poured coffee or made “Disciple Stew” –  THANK YOU!  We received many compliments on 
the beauty of our church, the warmth of the welcome, and the yummy lunch offered.  Julie 

 
While called Pastor Keith Emshoff 
and his wife were meeting with some 
people at the church, “Uncle” Doug 
spent quality time with the two boys.  
We’re not sure who had the best time! 

Preparations in the 
kitchen 

Beautiful 
Table  
Decora-
tions 

Speaker Rev. 
Dr. Jim Lamb. 

Let’s make “Disciple Stew” 

Registration Table 

A yummy lunch 
was enjoyed by 
the attendees. 

The quilts 
on display  


