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News from our Missionaries 
                                                                                     

 

 
Josiah (16) has a significant load of AP classes in his sophomore year of high school. He is 

currently working on his Scouting America Eagle Scout project proposal, supporting a primary 

school to establish a useable library. He plays basketball on the junior varsity team and is looking 

forward to a mountaineering camp this summer. Elijah (14) recovered from knee surgery last year 

and was able to swim on the swim team last season, medaling in the international school 

championships his first season. Unfortunately, he re-injured the same knee last month - although 

a slightly different injury - and went through surgery again. He is once again on crutches and in a 

knee brace as he begins the long process of recovery. Isaiah (12) has started middle school and 

crossed over from Cub Scouts to Scouting America. He ran cross country and is on the middle 

school basketball team. He loves ambushing his father with nerf guns at bedtime. Jeremiah (8) 

has continued to grow into his love of reading and - even though he is only in 3rd grade - joined 

the cross-country club, running after school a couple days a week. Esther (4) has taken well to 

school after all these years of dropping off and picking up brothers. She maintains a good balance 

of playing princess/queen, being a mom to her stuffed animals, and engaging in rough-and-tumble 

play with her brothers and dad.  

 

Krista has settled into her increased work hours and manages it well, still supporting the kid’s 

school, sports, and scout schedules along with the usual playdates and other activities of the 

family. Shauen continues to lead the region and support the work of many Lutheran churches 

across Africa. His PhD dissertation proposal was approved and he is now in the midst of field 

research, visiting congregations with notably good stewardship to learn from them why they do 

what they do.  

 

Praise the Lord for contentment, good health (and recovery from injury), success in studies, and 

joy in life. 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

Newton, Iowa  641-792-1084 
Email: Oursavr@windstream.net 

www.oursavlutheran.com 
  

The Trump kids enjoy 

Safari time in December, 

2025. 

L to R:  Josiah, Elijah, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 

Esther. 
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Rev. Ted and Rebecca Krey have served in the Dominican Republic since 2009. Ted serves as the 

regional director for the Latin America and the Caribbean region of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod (LCMS), which encompasses 22 countries in South and Central America and the Caribbean. He 

is privileged to oversee 45 missionaries planting churches in 10 countries. Hand in hand with church 

planting, he works to establish the formation of pastors and deaconesses in Latin America. Ted also 

works with partner churches to strengthen them in their church planting efforts and in various other 

ministry areas. 
 

The LCMS Office of International Mission has worked in the Dominican Republic since 2005. As a 

result of what the Lord has been doing through His Gospel work, six missions have been established. 

Two Lutheran schools have been started, along with Good Shepherd Lutheran Homes which seeks to 

serve people with intellectual and physical disabilities throughout the country. A regional seminary 

established in 2017 serves over 120 men and women throughout Latin America in the formation of 

pastors and deaconesses. 

 

Ted is a 2001 graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. He previously served in 

Venezuela for 8 years before marrying Rebecca in 2008. Rebecca has a master’s degree in 

biochemistry. She previously served for two years as a long-term missionary in Slovakia. Ted and 

Rebecca enjoy spending time with their five beautiful children — Esther, Matthias, Natalia, Evangeline 

and Azariah. 
 

Additional Information 
Birthdays:       Wedding Anniversary:  

Ted – Dec. 14       June 28 

Rebecca – Nov. 1 

Esther – April 5 

Matthias – Nov. 20 

Natalia – Nov. 20 

Evangeline – Sept. 29 

Azariah – May 5 

 

Rev. Ted and Rebecca Krey  

Serving the Lord in the Latin America and 

Caribbean Region 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As April arrives, the Church once again walks the most sacred path of 

the Christian year. During Holy Week we follow our Lord from the cheers of 

Palm Sunday, through the upper room, into the darkness of Gethsemane, 

before the cross of Good Friday—and finally to the empty tomb on Easter 

morning. This is not merely a remembrance of past events. It is the very heart 

of our faith and the center of our life as Christians. 

Holy Week reminds us that our salvation was not won cheaply. Our Lord 

Jesus Christ did not rescue us with a distant word or a gesture from heaven. 

Instead, He entered fully into our suffering world. He was betrayed by a 

friend, abandoned by His disciples, falsely accused, mocked, beaten, and 

crucified (Matthew 26–27). The Son of God carried the full weight of our sin to 

the cross. 

On Good Friday we see the terrible seriousness of sin—but we also 

see the immeasurable love of God. Christ does not suffer for His own guilt. 

He suffers for ours. As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “He was pierced for our 

transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace” (Isaiah 53:5). Every accusation of the 

Law, every burden of guilt, every failure we carry—Christ takes it upon 

Himself. As St. Paul writes, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 

Corinthians 5:21). 

And then comes Easter. 

The resurrection of Jesus is not simply a happy ending to a sad story. It 

is God’s declaration that the sacrifice of Christ is complete and accepted. Sin 

is forgiven. Death is defeated. The grave has lost its victory. As the apostle 

declares, “He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification” (Romans 4:25). 

When the women came to the tomb early that morning, they expected 

to find death. Instead they heard the angel proclaim the words that continue 

to echo through the Church to this day: “He is not here, for he has risen, as 

he said” (Matthew 28:6). 

Because Christ is risen, everything is different. 

Your sins are forgiven—not because you are worthy, but because Christ 

has paid for them (Ephesians 1:7). 

Your future is secure—not because life is easy, but because death itself 

has been conquered: “Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 

15:54–57). 

Your hope is certain—not because of your strength, but because of 

Christ’s victory: “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). 

Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

This is why the Church gathers with such joy on Easter morning. The alleluias 

that were silenced during Lent return with full voice. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:5). 

Yet the comfort of Easter is not meant for only one day each year. The resurrection of 

Christ shapes every day of the Christian life. When we face suffering, we remember 

that the cross came before the resurrection (Luke 24:26). When we grieve, we 

remember that the tomb did not remain closed and that those who die in Christ will rise 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13–14). When we struggle with sin, we remember that the One who 

died for us also lives to forgive and restore us: “If anyone sins, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 

Holy Week and Easter invite us once again to fix our eyes on Christ—crucified 

and risen for us. In Him we find forgiveness for our past, strength for the present, and 

certain hope for the future. As St. Peter proclaims, “According to his great mercy, he 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). 

May the peace of our risen Lord fill your hearts this Easter season. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Manz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Acolyte Schedule – September 2025 to August 2026 

  

Beginning this year, each confirmand is expected to acolyte for an entire calendar month. Given there are 12 

months, each student will serve two months total. Below is a tentative schedule for the year. Please let the 

Pastor know if any adjustments need to be made. If an acolyte is unable to serve on a given Sunday because of 

an emergency or unexpected situation, they are responsible for finding a replacement and communicating that to 

the Pastor. Thank you for your service in the church! 

  

September: Sophia Manz   January: Blake Sorensen   May: Makenna Dunkerson 

October: Alexis Sorensen   February: Sophia Manz   June: Rylee Harkin 

November: Rylee Harkin   March: Open    July: Blake Sorensen 

December: Makenna Dunkerson  April: Alexis Sorensen   August: Open 
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                UPCOMING DATES OF INTEREST 

 April 1 @ 1:00p Bible Study (Weekly) 

 April 1 @ 7:00p Confirmation (Weekly) 

 April 2 @ 7:00p Maundy Thursday Service 

 April 3 @ 7:00p Good Friday Service 

 April 4 @ 6:30p Easter Vigil Service in Grinnell 

 April 5 @ 6:30a Easter Sunrise Service 

 April 5 @ 7:45a Youth Breakfast 

 April 5 @ 9:00a Easter Divine Service 

 April 7 @ 6:00p Men’s Group 

 April 7 @ 9:00a Quilting 

 April 9 @ 9:00a Quilting 

 April 9 @ 6:15p Adult Confirmation (Weekly) 

 April 14 @ 5:30p Trustee’s Meeting 

 April 14 @ 6:00p Elder’s Meeting 

 April 16 @ 10:15a OSL West 

 April 18 @ 9:00a Spring Cleaning 

 April 20 @ 4:00p  LWML 

 April 21 @ 9:00a Quilting 

 April 21 @ 5:30p Council Meeting 

 April 21 @ 6:00p Voter’s Meeting 

 April 23 @ 9:00a Quilting 

 

  

Volunteers for April 
Usher – Rick & Gail Hartz 

Greeter – Rick & Gail Hartz 

Fellowship – Mary Ervin 

Elder – Tim Huegel 

Media – Doug Woebbeking 

Altar Guild – Gail Hartz 
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     7:00p, Maundy Thursday Service, April 2 

 

     2:00p Good Friday Service, April 3 

 

     6:30p Easter Vigil Service, April 4 in Grinnell 

 

     6:30a Sunrise Divine Service, April 5 

 

    7:45 Easter Youth Breakfast, April 5 

 

     9:00a Easter Divine Service, April 5 
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 Berg FCA Snack Delivery Update   

The snacks generously donated by Our Savior members in February were delivered to the Berg Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA) on Monday, March 2. JoAnn Bringolf, Donita Huegel, Pat Shelton, and Carole 

Zimmerman represented Our Savior and were delighted by the energy and enthusiasm of the youth gathered that 

day. 

The students enjoyed an abundance of snacks along with an engaging faith lesson shared by Trent McNeel, 

Youth Pastor at Community Heights Church. The group was both hungry and grateful, expressing sincere 

appreciation for all the treats provided. 
 

 

         
 

 

 
  

The group listening to Trent McNeel, Youth Pastor at 

Community Heights Church. 

 

Back Row: Carrie Garrett (Berg FCA Leader), 

JoAnn, Donita, Pat, Carole 

 

Front Row: FCA Student Leaders 
 

 Back of a student's sweatshirt - we 

liked the message - "Make Heaven 

Crowded" 
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Three teams battled it out for the coveted claiming rights of 2026 

OSL Trivia champs - and it took a challenge question to break the 

tie.   Team Ron rose to that challenge, correctly answering the 

question for the win!  Team Specs and Team Smarties both gave 

valiant efforts to keep up in the brain race but accepted their fates with grace and grins.  Thank you to 

Randy for providing 7 rounds of great questions just hard enough to make us think, but not too hard so 

that we couldn't enjoy the afternoon.  Julie saved face by not screwing up the math on the score 

sheet.  LWML mites baskets were generously filled, trading dollars for answers - $35 worth. We 

might've only been a crowd of 15 people, but the fellowship experience was 10x's that.   

   

Trivia 2026

The MC 

The Scorekeeper 
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9:00 AM TO NOON 

Mark your calendars to join your fellow members in cleaning not only the church yard, 

   but also the inside of the church.  Bring your outside tools, and your cleaning rags, 

   brooms, dusters, etc.  Remember, many hands make for light work.   

Hope to see you on April 18th. 
  

 

 

Water Filters for Thrivent 

Isaak and Sophia Manz put together water filters for Thrivent a while back. These will be shipped to 

parts of the world where they are needed. Each of these filters can filter 400 gallons of water/day. 

Thrivent expects them to last 10 years. This is a new project that Thrivent has made available this year. 
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Discover Hope Thrivent Project 

Thanks to all of you who donated food and/or paper items for Discover Hope 517 during the month of 

February.  You truly did help spread love and kindness” to the less fortunate in our community.  Thrivent 

also contributed $250 towards this Action Team Project.  Because of your generosity, donations were made 

five different times during the month.  On one occasion, several pounds of hamburger were delivered.  On 

another day, several cans of fruits and vegetables were dropped off there.  Water, coffee, paper goods-cups, 

plates, bowls, plasticware, toilet tissue, Kleenex, paper towels, napkins, to-go clam shell boxes, along with 

Dawn and several nonperishable food items were delivered on other days.   

The staff at Discover Hope is truly thankful for all that we have shared with them.  They have asked for 

continued prayers.  The gentleman, who was the director of the Restoration House for several years, passed 

away so that is temporarily closed.  They are currently looking for someone to fill that position.   

Most of the items we donated are on the “on-going needs” list.  They do have a current list at their front desk.  If 

you are interested in providing any items, check it out or contact me. Thanks again for making this a success!   

JoAnn Bringolf 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JoAnn Bringolf and Steve Shelton made a delivery 

to Discovery Hope. Thank you to everyone who 

donated to this worthy cause.  
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Attention Grandparents with Graduates! 
“It’s that time again” 

 

Care and Share again plans to mail best wishes from the Our Savior Family to  

grandchildren of our members who are graduating from high school, or receiving  

additional post-high-school educational recognitions. Start gathering the information,  

including name, mailing address, and milestone reached.  If you have questions, please contact 

Patsy Weddell  or other Care and Share participants. 

 

There will be forms available after Easter on the table near the mailboxes and responses may be 

returned to the same location.   If it is more convenient, the same information may be included 

in an email to the church email address. 

 

 Thank you for this opportunity to help you and your family celebrate these milestones 

 

 
 

 

 

  
Rev. Dr. Joel Knoepp of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Grinnell has extended an invitation to our 

congregation to attend their Easter Vigil.  This will take place at 6:30p on Saturday, April 4th at 229 11th 

Ave. W. 

Please consider attending. 
 

Save the Date: 
Newton Christian School Hog Roast and Auction will be held Friday, April 10th at Community Heights 

Church- 2500 S 13th Ave E. The hog roast and silent auction begin at 4:30 and the live auction begins at 

7:00. We hope to see you there! 
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Distributing Gifts of Love 

For those who are new to our Church family, a group of women get together 4 times a month during the cold 

weather months and make quilts.  If you have noticed by the pictures in previous Chroniclers, these are given to 

various organizations throughout Newton.  The group focuses on individuals who can use the quilts as “gifts of 

love” and spread the wealth of these treasures. 

 

In addition to the pictures below, Carole Zimmerman delivered 2 quilts and one lap robe to the chaplain of 

Newton Village for him to give to people in need of them.   

 

Some of the members also work on “Burden Bears”.  These are small stuffed bears wrapped in a miniature quilt 

given in a paper gift bag.  They are appropriately named, as the bears ease the burdens of the recipient when 

held. 

 

We certainly thank God for your thoughtfulness and hard work on the quilts and Burden Bears.  God bless you 

as you continue in this endeavor of spreading God’s love to others.  

 

       

 
 
          
 
 
  

On Thursday, March 12, Gail & JoAnn made a 

delivery of 7 quilts to the Cancer Clinic at Mercy 

One. Newton. 

Janet, Patsy, and Loretta 

worked on the Burden Bear 

Project on Thursday, March 

12.   

Donita, Pat, and Sue delivered 

10 quilts to Clearview 

Recovery Center and its 

affiliate, The Phoenix House.  

This picture is of Donita and a 

staff member of Phoenix 

House. 
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Symbols of Easter 
 

Do you know the symbols of Easter?  Like the Symbols of Christmas, which result in the Hanging of 

the Greens, Easter also has symbols.  There are only three and they are listed below, along with what 

each one means.  Have fun learning about these or reintroducing yourself with the meaning of them. 

 

            

             
       
 

 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

Butterflies are symbolic of death and resurrection, because of their life cycle. 

The caterpillar forms a chrysalis, seems to die, and emerges from it as a 

butterfly. People liken the lifecycle of the caterpillar, chrysalis, and butterfly 

to that of the death burial and resurrection of Christ. 

 

Eggs symbolize the resurrection of Christ from the grave at Easter time, 

for Christ comes from the grave just as a chick emerges from an egg 

when it hatches. 

Easter lilies, or any type of flower that blooms in the early spring, are 

symbols of Easter. The Easter lily is actually the Madonna lily, whose pure 

white color symbolizes the purity of Christ. Flowers such as daffodils, tulips 

and crocus can be symbols of both Easter and springtime, as well. 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=easter+butterfly&view=detail&id=9B1C494BB995456256F7F19D16D80CD68C0937C3&first=0
http://free-stainedglasspatterns.com/4easteregg.jpg
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=easter+lily+clip+art&view=detail&id=9067137CC65CC24998F0E58B88E4A3EFBCA06B5F&first=0
http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/9471/madonna.html
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HE IS RISEN 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

look at the tomb. …There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven 

and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 

men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then 

go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet 

filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came 

to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” – Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 

  

http://www.faithclipart.com/image/two-marys-with-an-angel-in-color.html
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What other events are celebrated in April besides April Fools’ Day and this year, Easter?  Let’s take a 

look at what Patsy Weddell found… 

 

Earth Month is celebrated throughout April every year, featuring events, education, and actions to 

promote environmental sustainability and protect the planet. Centered around Earth Day on April 22nd, 

this month-long, global initiative encourages reducing waste, volunteering, and adopting eco-friendly 

habits.  

Key aspects of Earth Month include: 

• Action-Oriented: Activities include community clean-ups, planting trees, and attending 

environmental workshops. 

• History: Originating from the first Earth Day in April 1970, which launched a modern 

environmental movement. 

• Focus Areas:  Key themes often include climate action, reducing plastic pollution, sustainable 

energy, and biodiversity conservation. 

• Celebrations: Various organizations, including the National Park Service, DOE, and Earth Day 

Network, host events throughout the month 

************************* 

April is designated as National Garden Month, a time to celebrate the joys and benefits of gardening 

at home, school, and in communities. Originally established as a week in 1986 by President Reagan, it 

was expanded to the full month of April in 2002 to promote the mental, physical, and environmental 

benefits of cultivating plants.  

Purpose: To encourage gardening, which provides healthy food, reduces stress, enhances physical 

activity, and supports local ecosystems.  

Activities: People celebrate by starting new gardens, planting seeds, container gardening, visiting local 

gardens, and participating in plant swaps. 

This month serves as a kick-off for the spring planting season, encouraging people to connect 

with nature and their communities 

***************************** 

National Volunteer Month is celebrated every April in the U.S. to recognize the impact of volunteer 

service on communities. Originally established to honor wartime volunteers, it has evolved into a 

month-long, nationwide campaign to encourage service and thank those who give their time and skills.  

It serves to inspire action, raise awareness for causes, and highlight the power of volunteering. The 

concept emerged to recognize the contributions of volunteers during World War II.  A key part of the 

month, which has been observed since 1974 to specifically highlight the power of volunteers to tackle 

society's challenges. Common ways to participate include volunteering at local non-profits, 

participating in community cleanups, and recognizing volunteers on social media using hashtags like 

#NationalVolunteerMonth. Common Ways to participate include Food Drives, Cleanup Projects, and 

Mentoring. 

 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/npscelebrates/earth-day.htm
https://www.energy.gov/ehss/earth-day
https://www.earthday.org/history/
https://www.earthday.org/history/

