
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

  

  

Confirmands were Makenna Dunkerson, Riley Harkin, Sophia Manz, Alexis Sorensen and 

Blake Sorensen.  Special moments captured of the confirmands during their confirmation 

rite and first communion.  Thank you to photographer, Hayden Dunkerson. 
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Continued from page 1 

Parents and extended families shared in the celebration with their loved ones. 
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June brings us into the Season of Pentecost—the long green season of the Church Year. Green 

is the color of growth, life, and endurance. After all the big festivals of the first half of the 

church year, Pentecost settles us into the steady rhythm of hearing God’s Word, receiving His 

gifts, and growing together in faith. 

As many of you know, I’ll begin serving as vacancy pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Knoxville on June 6. I want to say thank you to all of you for your patience, flexibility, and 

willingness to share your pastor during a time when another congregation needs help. 

That may not always be easy. Schedules get fuller. Some Sundays become a little busier. 

There are extra miles driven, extra meetings, and extra responsibilities behind the scenes. But 

your willingness to support this work is a real expression of Christian love and partnership 

within the Church. 

One of the beautiful things about Pentecost is that it reminds us the Church is bigger than one 

congregation. The same Holy Spirit who gathers us here at OSLC is also at work in Knoxville 

and in congregations all over the world. We are connected through the same Gospel, the same 

Baptism, and the same Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Book of Acts shows us that the early Church constantly worked together to support one 

another. Congregations prayed for each other, encouraged each other, and shared burdens 

together. That still matters today. 

And while Pentecost is a season about growth, growth usually happens in ordinary ways. It 

happens through hearing Scripture week after week. Through receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

Through prayers, hymns, conversations, acts of service, and simply continuing to gather 

together around Christ and His gifts. 

That kind of steady, faithful life together is something I see at OSLC often, and I’m grateful 

for it. 

As we move into the summer months, my prayer is that God would continue to strengthen this 

congregation in faith, deepen our love for one another, and keep our eyes fixed on Christ. The 

Holy Spirit has not stopped working in His Church, and He certainly has not stopped working 

here. 

Thank you again for your support, your encouragement, and your willingness to serve not only 

your own congregation, but also your neighbors in Christ when the need arose. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Manz 

 



4 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Volunteers for June 
Usher – Doug Woebbeking & Noah Degen 

Greeter – Carmen & Dorothy Sanders 

Fellowship Rick & Gail Hartz 

Elder – Doug Woebbeking 

Media – Julie Dlouhy 

Altar Guild –Janet Hartz  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on Saturday, June 6, Pastor Manz will be serving Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Knoxville during their pastoral vacancy. In order to assist Trinity during this time 

of transition, we are making an adjustment to our worship and Sunday Bible study 

schedule here at Our Savior. Divine Service will be held at 8:00 a.m. beginning Sunday, 

June 7, followed by Bible study at 9:30 a.m. Bible study will be facilitated by a member. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of us or Pastor Manz. -- Your 

Board of Elders 
 

          

   

A Graduation Blessing – Miriam Manz Good luck, 

Miriam on the 

next chapter of 

your life.  May 

God “dance” 

with you 

through each 

day!  
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May 17, 2026, we celebrated our newest Child of God, Connor Jerry DeCook, through the sacrament 

of Holy Baptism, presented by his parents Ben and Kristin DeCook.   Connor's sponsors were Jon and 

Alicia Dlouhy.  "...for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ have put on Christ."  Galatians 3:26-27 
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Acolyte Schedule – September 2025 to August 2026 

  

Beginning this year, each confirmand is expected to acolyte for an entire calendar month. Given there are 12 

months, each student will serve two months total. Below is a tentative schedule for the year. Please let the 

Pastor know if any adjustments need to be made. If an acolyte is unable to serve on a given Sunday because of 

an emergency or unexpected situation, they are responsible for finding a replacement and communicating that to 

the Pastor. Thank you for your service in the church! 

  

September: Sophia Manz   January: Blake Sorensen   May: Makenna Dunkerson 

October: Alexis Sorensen   February: Sophia Manz   June: Rylee Harkin 

November: Rylee Harkin   March: Open    July: Blake Sorensen 

December: Makenna Dunkerson  April: Alexis Sorensen   August: Open 

 

Bob Bringolf & Steve Shelton made another delivery to Orphan Grain Train on 

Tuesday, May 19.  This included 11 quilts, cleaning supplies & clothes.  

 

 

 
 

. 
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J³+(M+E) May 2026 Newsletter 

She Has Arrived! 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.” 

John 14:1 

  

 

 

Say “Hello” to our family of four! 

  

¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Ha resucitado en verdad! We hope you all had a blessed 
Easter celebration.  
 

We were waiting a little longer than anticipated, but Elliana Grace Logston was 
welcomed to the outside world on March 16! Jordan and Elliana are both doing 
well. We are now working to gather the necessary paperwork in order to return 
to the Dominican Republic. 
 

Jordan has returned to working virtually. It’s been a new challenge figuring out 
how things will work as a family of four with our various commitments, but, thus 
far, it has been relatively smooth.  

  

Continued on page 9 
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Malachi has been busy! Two months ago he became a big brother, last month he turned four, 
and this month he graduated from his Preschool 3 class. He has been an awesome big  

brother to Elliana - being gentle with her and trying to make her smile and laugh. He loves 
swimming, biking, and wrestling with his dad.  

 

 

 

Prayers 
  

• Prayers of thanksgiving for the life and health of Elliana. 
• Prayers for the passport and visa processes for Elliana, that they would 

progress smoothly. 
• Continued prayers for healing for our friend and co-missionary, Robin, who is 

going through breast cancer. 
  

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. We would not be able to do this 
awesome work without your love, support, prayers, and encouragement. We also 
greatly appreciate you sharing your prayer requests with us so we can lift you up to 
our mighty Lord! 
¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Ha resucitado en verdad! 

Vivit, 

 

J³+(M+E) - Jesus, Jordan, Justin, Malachi & Elliana Logston 

       

Continued from page 9 

Malachi Update 
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Father's Day 2026 is on Sunday, June 21, 2026. Celebrated annually on the third Sunday in June in the 

United States, this day honors fathers and father figures. It also coincides with the summer solstice in 

2026. Father's Day is not a federal public holiday in the US, but because it falls on a Sunday, many 

people are off work and businesses may have special hours. 

Common Ways to Celebrate: 

• Family Activities: Brunch, barbecues, or outdoor activities like hiking or golfing. 

• Gift Ideas: Personalized items, tools, clothing, or tech gadgets. 

• Events: Some areas host special Father's Day weekend events or, as in 2026, family-oriented 

fitness competitions. 

•  

A couple of other notable things June is noted for is National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month and 

National Zoo and Aquarium Month.  Looks take a closer look at these. 

 

June is National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month, a dedicated time to celebrate the health benefits 

of eating fresh, seasonal produce. It encourages increasing intake of essential nutrients—vitamins, 

minerals, and fiber—while supporting local agriculture and enjoying the vibrant variety of summer, 

often by visiting local farmer's markets. (Sidenote:  Newton’s Farmer’s Market, which is held at the 

Legacy Plaza Green Space, and started on May 19 for 2026 and will run through September). 

Key Aspects of the Month: 

• Health Benefits: High consumption of fruits and vegetables lowers the risk of chronic diseases 

and helps maintain a healthy weight. 

• Seasonal Focus: It emphasizes eating fresh, local, and seasonal produce over canned or frozen 

alternatives. 

• Celebrate with Color: The goal is to fill your plate with a variety of colorful, nutrient-dense 

foods. 

How to Celebrate and Participate: 

• Visit Farmer's Markets: Support local farmers and buy fresh produce.  

• Try New Produce: Use the month to explore new fruits or vegetables. 

• Start Gardening: Plant your own, or grow fresh items at home. 

• Track Your Intake: Use the Start Simple with MyPlate app to monitor your daily fruit and 

vegetable consumption. 

 

June is National Zoo and Aquarium Month, officially proclaimed in 1982 by President Ronald 

Reagan to honor the vital roles these institutions play in wildlife conservation, education, scientific 

research, and recreation. It highlights accredited facilities that protect endangered species and 

encourages public support, visits, and education regarding biodiversity. 

Key Aspects of the Celebration: 

• Purpose: To recognize zoos and aquariums as hubs for conservation, research, and connecting 

people with nature. 

• History: Established in 1982 by President Reagan to celebrate the role of these institutions. 

• Accreditation: Emphasis is placed on supporting facilities accredited by organizations like the 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), which meet high standards for animal care. 

Ways to Celebrate: 

• Visit Locally: Plan a trip to a local accredited zoo or aquarium. 

• Support Conservation: Sponsor an animal or donate to rehabilitation programs. 

• Learn and Educate: Participate in educational programs to learn about vanishing habitats and 

species survival plans.  

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ERM-8fy550o
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/june_is_national_fresh_fruit_and_vegetables_month
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Focus on Conservation: 

Zoos and aquariums serve as essential sanctuaries for threatened species, providing specialized care 

and engaging in breeding programs to boost population numbers. Many institutions use this month to 

celebrate their teams, from animal care to education. 

 

Editor’s Note:  Please accept this for how it is written, my opinions only.  On Netflix right now is a 

PG13 movie starring Sally Fields entitled Remarkably Bright Creatures based on the bestselling 

phenomenon by Shelby Van Pelt.  I found it to be a wonderful story of the bond between a woman 

(Fields) who cleans a town’s aquarium at night and the octopus in the aquarium.  I believe children 

would love the fascination of the marine life shown up close.  You might want to consider it for a 

family movie night. 

 

========================================================================= 

Recipe for Fruit Pizza – JoAnn Bringolf 

 
Crust:  ½ C Crisco  1 tsp Cream of Tartar 

   3/4 C Sugar  ½ tsp Baking Soda 

   1 Egg  ¼ tsp Salt 

   1 1/3C Flour 

Cream the Crisco, sugar and egg.  Add dry ingredients.  Mix well and chill well.  Pat in deep dish pizza 

pan or jelly roll pan with floured fingers.  Mix ¼ C sugar with 1 1/2  tsp cinnamon and sprinkle on top 

of the crust.  Bake at 375-400 degrees for 8-10 minutes.  Cool well. 

 

2nd Layer:  Mix 14 oz. cream cheese (softened in microwave) with ½ C sugar.  Spread over cooled 

crust.  Top with well-drained fruit. 

 

Fruit:  1 small, sliced banana 

            3 large crisp tart green apples (peeled and cubed) 

            1 small can chunk pineapple (cut in smaller pieces – reserve juice)\ 

            1 large can Mandarin orange segments (reserve the juice) 

            1 pint fresh sliced strawberries 

            1 large bunch green grapes (halved or whole) 

Keep all fruits drained until used.  Soak bananas and apples in reserved pineapple and orange juice 

to preserve color.   

 

Serve:  Cut in wedges like pizza to serve if made in pizza pan. 
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And in case you didn’t know … 
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