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SUNDAES on SUNDAY was a FUNDAY! 

The first—of hopefully many—Sundaes on Sunday brought fun, fellowship, and 

refreshment on a very warm June 28th. 

 

Games like Pass the Blessing and Left/Right kept everyone laughing, with four lucky 

participants taking home prizes. Stories were shared, conversations flowed easily, and ice 

cream with a wide assortment of toppings made the afternoon even sweeter. 

 

Thank you to everyone who joined us and to all who donated treats, toppings, and ice 

cream. Your generosity made this event possible and helped create a joyful time together. 

(Editor’s note:  Thank you to Donita and Tim for planning and organizing this event)

    
  Everyone listening intently while Donita gave instructions on how to play the games.  

   
Steve getting his ice cream.   Lots of stories shared. 

 

  
  Passing the Blessing    What game is this? 
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                                              Who might have been the biggest storyteller? 

Lots of goodies and Ice Cream toppings as 

well.  Tim served up the Ice Cream – one 

scoop or two? 

New Adult Confirmed and New Members Confirmed 

 

On Sunday, July 12, Nathan Winters was confirmed as a new member during our Divine Service.  

Nathan had taken the confirmation classes designed for adults.  Also that day, new members who 

had been taken into membership by transfer or reaffirmation of faith were also recognized.  They 

are Rama Anderson, Dan Mickow, and Nathan’s wife Hannah.  A special reception was held in 

their honor during Fellowship time.  Welcome! 

   
 
 New Member Confirmation of Nathan Winters   New Member Reception  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

By now the excitement of summer is beginning to fade. Vacations are ending. School supplies 

are appearing in every store. Teachers are preparing classrooms. Students are wondering what the new 

year will bring. Families are trying to squeeze in one last trip before schedules once again become full. 

There is something comforting about returning to ordinary life. 

We often think that the most important moments of our Christian lives are the extraordinary 

ones: baptisms, confirmations, weddings, Christmas, Easter, and other great celebrations. Those are 

indeed wonderful gifts from God. But they are not where most of our Christian life is lived. Most of life 

is wonderfully ordinary. 

Most Sundays are not festivals. Most Mondays are not life-changing. Most prayers are offered 

over breakfast tables, long commutes, and quiet evenings. Most acts of love happen without anyone 

noticing. Most Christians spend far more time changing diapers, paying bills, mowing lawns, and going 

to work than standing on mountaintops having dramatic spiritual experiences. 

That is exactly where God loves to meet His people. 

One of the great blessings of our Lutheran confession is that it teaches us to treasure the ordinary 

means by which God gives His grace. We are always tempted to chase after something spectacular—

some emotional experience, some hidden knowledge, some new program that promises to transform our 

lives overnight. Yet our Lord continues to come to us in ways that seem almost too simple. 

He speaks through His preached Word. He forgives through Holy Absolution. He joins water 

with His Word in Holy Baptism. He places the very body and blood of Christ into our mouths in the 

Sacrament of the Altar. 

None of these things appear flashy to the world. They look ordinary. Yet through these humble 

means the Holy Spirit creates faith, strengthens weary sinners, forgives sins, and grants eternal life. 

That means you don't have to manufacture a dramatic spiritual life. You don't have to wonder if 

you're doing enough to make God notice you. You don't have to chase the latest religious trend. Christ 

already knows where to find you. He finds you sitting in the pew, hearing His Word. He finds you 

kneeling at His altar. He finds you remembering your Baptism each day as you confess your sins and 

trust His promises. 

Martin Luther once remarked that God "daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all 

believers." What a comfort! Our Lord does not merely rescue us once and then leave us to fend for 

ourselves. Day after day, week after week, He continues His work of forgiving, restoring, and 

strengthening us. 

God's Word. Receive Christ's gifts. Pray with your family. Open the Scriptures at home. Love 

your neighbor in the vocations God has given you. underestimate the value of None of those things will 

make headlines. But they are precisely the places where Christ delights to work. 

As another school year begins, routines return, and calendars fill once more, don't 

underestimate the value of ordinary faithfulness. Come to church. Hear God's Word. Receive 

Christ's gifts. Pray with your family. Open the Scriptures at home. Love your neighbor in the 

vocations God has given you. None of those things will make headlines.  But they are precisely 

the places where Christ delights to work. 

The Christian life is not about climbing higher toward God. It is about Christ continually 

coming down to us with His mercy. And thanks be to God, He never grows tired of doing so. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Manz 
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We will be postponing the August Council meeting until September.  If anybody has anything to 

review, please reach out to President Randy Ervin at  641.521.8700. 

  

  
  

  

 

 

         
 

 

           VS 
 

 

    

Iowa Cubs vs Omaha Storm Chasers 

Sunday, August 30   @1:08 pm first pitch 
 

Are you ready for a fun outing to the Iowa Cubs game at Principal Park in 

DSM on Sunday, August 30?!   Thank you Rick Schiller for arranging for a Hirta 

bus for hassle-free transportation for us from the church to the game. 

  

The Cubs signup sheet is located outside the sanctuary.  Or you may leave a 

message at the church office (792-1084) with your name and # of tickets, and 

indicate if you're riding the bus. We need to turn in a ticket count by August 23, 

so don't delay in getting signed up! 

  

Just like we've done in the past, we hope to load up the bus right after worship 

service (approximately 10-10:30a) and arrive at the baseball park with plenty of 

time for an OSL tailgate lunch of hot dogs, chips and drinks.  Wear your favorite 

baseball duds and bring a lawn chair for the tailgate. 

  

Tickets, hot dog tailgate, drinks and bus costs will be covered by the Iowa 

Speedway program sales funds, so this event is FREE to you, your family & 

friends.  (*what you buy inside the park is on your tab)   

  

Be sure to sign up on the bulletin board or contact the church office with the #of 

tickets for your family by Aug 23. 

  

Questions? – Contact Ron 641-831-9649 or Julie  641-521-3473 
 

Attention:  There is a scheduled CARE and SHARE meeting to be held Thursday, August 6th at 

9:00 a.m.  We urge any and all interested parties to join us as we follow up on a successful series 

of "Last Sunday of the Month" activities and plan for the upcoming school and holiday 

opportunities to serve our congregation and community.   See you there! 
 
 

 
We will be postponing the August Council meeting until September.  If anybody has anything to 

review, please reach out to President Randy Ervin at  641.521.8700. 
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Volunteers for August 
Usher - Bob Bringolf & Noah Degen 

Greeter – JoAnn Bringolf 

Fellowship Doug & Jo Ringger 

Elder – Tim Huegel 

Media – Deanna Ihde 

Altar Guild – JoAnn Bringolf & Pat Shelton 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Dates of Interest 
 

         August 4 @ 6:00p  Men’s Group 

         August 5 @ 6:00p  Elders’ Meeting 

         August 5 @ 1:00p  Bible Study (Every Wednesday) 

         August 6 @ 9:00a  Care & Share Meeting 

         August 11 @ 5:30p  Trustees’ Meeting 

         August 20 @ 10:15a  OSLWest 

         August 30   I Cub Game 
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Tacos and Security 

What a crowd we had for the "Elder's Surprise" Sunday July 26 fellowship activity.  First, thank you to 

our Security speaker, Lt. Winchell, for providing a very informative presentation on church 

security.  Many of his points can be applied not only at church but also a greater awareness as we go 

about our daily activities at home and in the community.  He responded to many of our questions and 

comments with positive feedback and encouragement that “to do something” is better than doing 

nothing at all.   Following the presentation, 38 hungry OSL members hustled into the taco line for 

yummy walking tacos and desserts.   Thanks to the Elders for their willingness to support this Sunday 

fellowship event.  
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LWML Convention 

Two of our Faith Society ladies (Carole Z and Julie D) recently enjoyed the 2-day LWML district 

convention in Iowa City.  The theme was "Rooted in Christ" and the time was spent listening to 

mission speakers, bible study, music, and fellowship.   The next convention will be at the national 

level, to be hosted in Oklahoma City in July 2027 - Save the date!! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU, CAROLYN LITTLE! 

A big applause and thank you goes out to Carolyn who took the pictures and 

produced the new Church directories on her own time.  They were much needed 

and a great asset.  The pictures will be used soon on the picture wall outside the 

kitchen. 

 

Thank you, again, Carolyn.  A job well done! 
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 Updates for the new church directory: 

 
Dennis & Sherry Erpelding 

Anniversary: 8/20 

9272 N 101st Ave. W. 

Baxter, IA   50028 

Dennis Birth: 9/29  Cell: 515-249-7563 

Sherry Birth: 6/26  Cell: 515-979-4669 

denniserpelding@gmail.com 
 

Eunice McCarthy 

1030 Jasper Ave. 

Kellogg, IA   50135 

Birth: 10/30 

Cell: 641-990-3973 

mccarthy@pcpartnercom.net 
 

Marilyn Jessen’s phone number should be 641-831-0122 
 

Don and Sharon Pritchard 

Anniversary: 12/8 

222 N. 4th Ave W, #308C 

Newton Place Apartments 

641-791-7980 

slpritch12@gmail.com 

Don Birth: 9/18 

Sharon Birth: 11/17 
 

Rama Anderson 

Cell:  641-955-0013 
 

Dan Mickow 

Cell:  262-366-2363 
 

Nathan & Hannah Winters 

Anniversary:  November 1 

Nathan Birth:  8/9 

Nathan Cell:  641-218-0270 

Hannah Cell:  641-849-0674 

mailto:mccarthy@pcpartnercom.net
mailto:slpritch12@gmail.com

