
 

 

 

     

 

 

A huge "Thank You" to all who contributed items for Orphan Grain Train's 

School Kits, Hygiene Kits and Layette Kits. Your generosity was amazing 

and so many children will benefit from your kindness. Orphan Grain Train 

personnel were overwhelmed and so thankful for all of the donated items. 

 

Pat Shelton 
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Pat and Bob getting the 

donations form the narthex to 

load in the car for delivery to 

Orphan Grain Train. 

Pat and JoAnn have the vehicle 

loaded and ready to head to 

Clemons, Iowa. 

Pat helped get the items into the 

building at Orphan Grain Train. 

Ladies at the facility sorting 

the items and assembling the 

various kits. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
September has always felt like a month of settling back into a routine. 

Summer vacations are winding down. School is back in session. The days are 
getting noticeably shorter. Around the church, activities that slowed down during 
the summer begin to pick up again. And before long we find ourselves back in 
the familiar rhythm of fall. There is something good about that. 

We tend to notice the extraordinary things in life. Weddings, Baptisms, 
confirmations, funerals, Christmas Eve, Easter morning, anniversaries, and 
celebrations are the days that stand out in our memories. But most of life isn't 
extraordinary. Most of life is ordinary. Most days are filled with getting up, going 
to work or school, making supper, doing the laundry, paying the bills, taking 
care of the people God has placed around us, and eventually going to bed so 
that we can get up and do it all again tomorrow. 

The Christian life can feel that way too. We come to church. We confess 
our sins. We hear the Scriptures. We listen to a sermon. We receive Christ's 
body and blood. We sing our hymns and go home. Then, seven days later, we 
do it again. It can seem remarkably ordinary. But that is precisely where God 
has promised to be. 

God has never promised that the Christian life would be a constant series 
of mountaintop experiences. He has promised something much better: He has 
promised to come to us through His Word and Sacraments. That means 
something remarkable happens every Sunday, even when it doesn't feel 
remarkable. 

We walk through the doors carrying a week's worth of failures, worries, 
temptations, regrets, and burdens. We confess before God what we already 
know to be true: "I, a poor, miserable sinner..." And then Christ speaks His 
forgiveness. The Scriptures are read, and God Himself speaks. The Gospel is 
proclaimed, and Christ crucified and risen is given to sinners. We come to the 
altar and receive Christ's true body and blood, given and shed for us for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Then we leave. We go back to work and school, dishes and laundry, 
doctor's appointments and grocery shopping, joys and frustrations. We go back 
to the ordinary, but we do not leave empty-handed. We leave forgiven. 

That is one of the beautiful things about the rhythm of the Church's life. 
Week after week, Christ keeps giving Himself to people who continually need 
Him. We never graduate from that. There will never come a Sunday when we 
have become so spiritually mature that we no longer need the forgiveness of 
sins. We remain sinners who need a Savior, and Jesus remains the Savior of 
sinners. 

The world constantly tells us that we need something new. A new 
experience. A new program. A new technique. A new version of ourselves. Even 
churches can become tempted to believe that Christianity must constantly be 
reinvented in order to remain interesting. But the Church has something better 
than novelty. We have Christ. We have the same Gospel that has comforted  
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Christians for centuries: "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" 
(1 Timothy 1:15). 

As September arrives and we settle back into our routines, perhaps 
that is worth remembering. God does some of His most wonderful work in 
what appears to be ordinary. He works through a parent teaching a child to 
pray, Christians gathering around an open Bible, neighbors quietly serving 
one another, and a congregation singing hymns it has sung many times 
before. Above all, He works through His appointed Means of Grace—His 
Word and Sacraments—delivering to us the forgiveness and life Christ won 
upon the cross. 

So welcome back to the ordinary rhythm of fall. Come to church. Hear 
the Word. Remember your Baptism. Receive Christ's body and blood. Sing 
the hymns. Pray for one another. Then go home and live in the vocations 
God has given you. And next Sunday, come back and receive His gifts 
again. 

It may all seem very ordinary. But our Lord has a wonderful habit of 
hiding His greatest gifts in ordinary things. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Manz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers for September 
Usher – Rick & Gail Hartz 

20th – Bob Bringolf 
Greeter – Thelma Pettet 

Fellowship - Tim & Donita Huegel 

20th – Rick & Gail Hartz 

Elder – Jary Boger 

Media – Julie Dlouhy 

6th – Deanna Ihde 

Altar Guild – Deanna Ihde 

 

 
 

 



 

Effective September 6, we will go back to our worship time of 9:00am.  This will make 

Fellowship time at 10:00am and Bible Study at 10:30am. 

Pastor will be done with his service to Trinity Lutheran Church in Knoxville effective on August 

30. 

 

 

               SAVE THE DATE!  LWML will once again be meeting on Monday, 

September 21st at 4pm in Fellowship Hall.  We encourage all women to  

attend as it is a wonderful way to get to know fellow members. We try to  

limit our meetings to one hour.  I'm sure you have noticed all the 

collections  

we have had this summer to support those in need.  We will be discussing  

what mission projects we would like to support this year and any new ideas 

are most welcomed!.  Quilting dates for the Fall will also be discussed so 

bring  

your calendars.  We end our meetings with an inspiring Bible study.  Hope  

to see all of you on the 21st!  

       Gail Hartz 

 

 



In going through some previous year’s September issues of the Chronicler, I found a 

column in the 2021 edition, entitled “Did You Know”.  It is copied below.  I find it 

refreshing that the two activities featured then are still in existence today.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our congregation has been abuzz with  

a lot of “caring and sharing” – and not just the  

wonderful ways that you have experienced and  

can see photos in this and previous issues.  We  

hope that this “Did You Know” space will be a way  

that you can help us be aware of additional people  

or activities that might interest your fellow members. 

For example: Did you know…. 

There is a young lady in Newton who cares about  

pet owners that may be having financial  

difficulties caring for their pets, and with  

her mom’s help has been collecting and  

distributing food and supplies to those folks  

to get past crises. 

There are “blessing boxes” in Newton through  

which food and personal items can be donated  

and distributed in the manner of the “library  

boxes” 

More about those later…... What special  

opportunities do you take advantage that others  

may want to support as well? 

And don’t forget those “random acts of  

kindness” and personal contacts that can  mean  

so much.  Did you know… it is difficult to resist a  

warm genuine smile! We can never have enough  

ways to care and share God’s love!  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get out your Red and gold or black and gold attire to wear Wednesday evening, 

September 9, for the annual OSLC IOWA/ISU tailgate party.  This will begin at 5:30p 

with a meal.  The meat will be furnished – bring your favorite “side” to share. 

 

Have a different college whose colors you proudly display?  Be our guest and wear them 

to the tailgate party instead of ISU or U of I.   Maybe it’s not college, but rather the 

Newton Cardinals, or Baxter Bolts, or Lynnville-Sully Hawks you follow.  Feel free to 

support them by wearing their school colors. 

 

Enjoy the festivities, comradery, and competitiveness during this weekend.  And may the 

best team (GO CLONES) win!  A sign-up sheet for side dishes and the number of people 

coming is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

                    September 1 @5:30p Trustee’s Meeting 

                    September 1 @ 6:00p Men’s Group 

                    September 2 @ 1:00p Bible Study (Every Wednesday) 

                    September 2 @ 6:00p Elder’s Meeting 

                      September 6 @ 9:00a Time Change for Divine Service 

                    September 9 @ 5:30p ISU vs Iowa Tailgate 

                    September 15 @6:30p Council Meeting 

                    September 16 @ 6:00p Confirmation Class (Every Wednesday) 

                    September 17 @ 10:15a OSL West 

                    September 21 @ 4:00p LWML Meeting 

 

 

We went out to the ball game!  Since today is our annual outing to the Iowa Cubs 

ballgame, be watching for the October edition of the Chronicler that will feature 

pictures and highlights of the tailgate and game.  Hope you were able to go 

along.   



 
 


